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THE PRESENCE OF GOD UNHEEDED. 


“Happy who walks with him! whom what he finds 

Of flavor or of scent in fruit or flower, 

Or what he views of beautiful or grand 

In nature, from the broad majestic oak 

To the green blade that twinkles in the sun, 

Prompts with remembrance of a present God. 

His presence, who made all so fair, perceived 

Makes all still fairer.” Tax Task. 


NO where does the Deity appear more strikingly displayed to 
the eye of mortal man, than in the works of his own hand. All 
nature discovers the impress of his fingers, and shows his unbound- 
ed goodness to the human race. All nature cries aloud that there 
is a God, and even by the minutest of his works our affections are 
solicited for her infinitely amiable Author. There is not a bird that 
warbles, nor a brook that murmurs, but either invites our praise or 
chides our ingratitude. God is in every place, whether secret or 
public ; yet how few, how very few perceive his presence, or medi- 
tate upon his attributes !—The merchant, while endeavouring to 
accumulate property, seldom considers that success cometh from 
above ; the traveller, while pursuing his weary way, seldom lisps 
a thankful prayer to Him, who is on his “right hand and on his 
left ;? and the sailor, while climbing the mast of his bark, as it 
gently ploughs the mighty deep, seldom realizes that God’s footsteps 
are in the waters, and that He preserves him from being the sport 
of conflicting elements. In short, notwithstanding the Supreme 
Being is continually about every individual, how thoughtless are 
we !—how little struck with awe !—and how little do we pay that 
reverential regard to Him, which so becomes us! All nature ex- 
hibits Him to ear senses, yet he is not in all, perhaps net in any of 
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our thoughts. The sun clothed in transcendant brightness, mosf 
iflustriously displays his Maker’s glory. The moon in fainter 
beams, at the still hour of night, seems a mild emblem of his recon 

ciled countevance. And, although the stars are fixed at an immea 

surable distance from us, and consequently lessened almost to 
sparks, yet they come in with their evidence, and magnify their 
Creator, to a gazing but unaffected world. The refreshing zephyr- 
Whisper his clemency ; and, as if to reprove our inattention to then 
soit, persuasive addresses, the awful thunder rears, the lightning 
rolls in liquid fire through the heavens, and the very earth is agita- 
ted beneath. But allis vain. Man is as deaf as the adder ;—he 
closes his eyes—he stons his ears, and refuses to listen to the voice 
of the charmers, charm they never so sweetly—never so forciblv.— 
The whole creation proclaims the excellencies of Jehovah, and de- 
mands our homage. But, who has heeded its instruction, or granted 
its just demand ?—How few persons “ walk as seeing Him, who is 
invisible, or have fellowship with the Father of Spirits,”’ though to 
walk before Him is our highest dignity, and to have fellowship with 
Him our only true felicity! O, the astonishing goodness and long- 
suffering of Jehovah! who, notwithstanding all our disregard of his 
presence, and all our inattention to his paternal admonitions, still 
continues to uphold us,—still continues to bestow upon us innumera- 
ble blessings and privileges. His goodness to us is beyond the 
power of man to describe. It is ever-flowing, yet inexhaustible ; 
and all his creatures alike participate init. Look at yonder sun, 
while rolling through the firmament, and behold what a variety of 
blessings it scatters to all the regions of the universe. Yet, the sun 
is but a spark,—his greatest eifulgence no more than a shade,—his 
uninterrupted and most profuse communication of light a poor 
“ diminutive scaniling,’? when compared with the riches of Divine 
benignity. Pause,Q man! pause, and consider for one moment, 
your entire dependence upon that God, whom you so wickedly and 
30 unjustly neglect. ‘Think, O think, I beseech you, ere you are 
carried away farther on the stream of time, that he who sustains 
in existence, can, at his pleasure, summon you to appear before his 
dread tribunal, there to render an account of the manner ia whic) 
you now treat the evidences of His being and the instructions and 
adinonitions of His providence. 
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SOLITARY HOURS 


No. //. 





“ O, how is man enlarged 
When seen through such a medium !” 


THERE are moments in the life of every man, when the glare 
of sensible objects seems overcast by the reve: ‘ies of solemn thonglit : 
and when, arrested from his devotion at the crdwded shrine of plea- 
sure or ambition, he is conveyed, as it were, to some solitary world, 
afar from this distracting scene, where contemplation forces itself 
upon him, and his mind’s eye is opened in the v ista of future exist- 
ence. He looks back upon the scenes which he has, in imagination, 
left behind, with a smile at his former infatuation, and with mingled 
emotions of indignation and regret, that things so transitory and di- 
minutive should ever have controlled a being like himself. U pon all 
the field of his retrospective view his eye scarcely lights upon a 
blooming spot to relieve it from the mortifying sameness of the 
scene. Heis originally a worm of the dust, and destined to return 
again to this humble element. Even that more exalted part of his 
nature, which invests him with peculiar honor in comparison with 
the beasts that perish, appears darkly blemished with inveterate 
stains of guilt. His pride of intellectual superiority is constantly 
shamed by the conviction of past folly, and moral sensibility, that 
tine feature with which the Creator completed the perfe ction of his 
being, only gives to the blush of shame a deeper crimson, and to an 
unwelcome consciousness a sharper pang. 

if thought, for a moment sickening at reflection, wings itself up- 
ward tothe region where the seraph mounts the endless scale of 
intellect and burns with pure benevolence, it soon returns to his 
bosom burthened with the impression of his own insignificance as a 
creature and vileness as asinner. ‘This is the natural perspective 
of the thoughtful mind, and this the humiliating aspect which it pre- 
sents to man of his comparative dignity in that ascending series of 
existences which extends so fur beyond the human apprehension to- 
wards the throne of Deity. 

But there is one circumstance connected with the existence of 
eur race that amply redeems it from this littleness and degradation. 
One idea, springing from the contemplation of the cross of Christ 
more than preponderates against the sinking estimate of human 
character which we have made. God manifest in the flesh! One 
thought of this condescension in our God lifts up the soul to an 
equality with better things than surround it here below. It is 
through this glorious medium that angels lock on man with an in- 
terest r deeper than the human breast can feel. ‘Those exalted spirits 
who cast their crowns before the throne of our Immanuel, and. wit- 
nessed his glories in the Godhead before He became obedient unto 
death ; who saw the many million suns with all their train of worlds, 
now teeming with various life, and adorned with flowers of in- 
mortality, at His word spring into existence along the eternal plain, 
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and commence their circling progress round His throne ;—they 
who have beheld these manifestations of the Saviour’s power and 
wisdom, must regard with serious interest the beings for whose wel- 
fare He left the exercise of His dominion to encounter the violence 
of wicked hands, and shrouded the effulgence of His eternal glories 
in a veil of flesh. 

This infinite regard for the creatures of his power, which led the 
Redeemer to make so great a sacrifice to save them, illustrates with 
prevailing eloquence the worth of man. One who perfectly under- 
stood our character ; whose wisdom, while it spanned the measure of 
our future being, was not blind to our frail and dependent nature ; 
yet hesitated not to offer his life a price to purchase our affections, 
and a pledge of his esteem for man. 

No longer can we e plead our insignificance as the ground of ex- 
emption from moral obligation and responsibility. For He who ex- 
ercises this high jurisdiction, who cannot err in estimating the works 
of His own hands, has included men in the number of His accounta- 
ble subjects, and preserved especially for him the immunities of his 
kingdom. ‘The redeemed from among men will be privileged to 

take upon their lips the most exalted theme of heav enly rapture.— 
Cherubim and Seraphim shall often suspend the strains that peal 
from their loud harps, to listen to the sweeter notes of the songs of 
redemption. Out of the mouths of even babes and sucklings Jesus 
will perfect his praise. 

Man is enlarged when seen through the medium of Christ’s re- 
surrection. When the Saviour left the grave, He broke up forever 
its gloomy covering, and threw back upon its darkness a beam of 
heavenly light ; a harbinger of the bright morning of immortality, 
which shall soon pervade that realm of silence. How precious to 
the dying saint is the assurance which he draws from this event, 
that himself also shall one day vanquish death. We have seen his 

fading eye, as the last flashes’ of this life’s lustre were playing over 
iis glassy surface, kindle again in anticipation, as it were, of the 


— 


glorious rays that should next enlighten it. Nor can the sceptic 


dep rive him of these early emotions “of bliss. ‘The Christian knows 
in whom he has believed. He trusts in his Redeemer’s power for 
deliverance from the chains of sin and from the prison of the tomb. 
Whatever consolation it may be to the Infidel in death, that an 
eternal sleep is to be his future condition, it is the believer’s con- 
solation, it is more, his triumph, that the night of the grave shall be 
so transient, and that its gloomy darkness. shall so soon be dissipa- 
ted by the splendor of Immanuel’s coming. 

And the race of man is more ennobled still by having received 
in trust the precious riches of the kingdom which é hrist has 
established on the earth. The honor of being redeemed from a lost 
and shameful state of moral ruin, to the condition of kings and priests 
to God, is not all that distinguishes the subjects of this great salva- 
tion. ‘The Lord has reposed a confidence in them which angels 
might almost be said toenvy. They sustain the dearest interests 
of His church, and the brightest glories of His crown. ‘The sinner 
ihat repents and returns from the ranks of his rebellion to the benign» 
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banner which waves before the Yollowers of the Lamb, receives the 
gifts of the grace of God, and is admitted to the Saviour’s fellowship 
and love. 

For whom did Jesus weep? Forman. To whom did he say, “to 
day thou shalt be with mein Paradise?” Toman. With whom, 
as he was going to resume his throne of Glory and his equality with 
God, did he leave the endearing assurance, “I will be with you 
always, unto the end of the world ??? With men like me! O my 
soul, érifle no more,—be worthy of thy exalted being ! *H.* 





CHRISTIAN ADMONITION. 


AMONG the various characteristics of divine excellence which 
manifest that the kingdom of our Redeemer is not of this world, we 
must admire that spirit and practice of mutual love and benevolence 
which it indisputably requires of all its subjects. At present, we 
would call the attention of our Christian brethren to the con- 
sideration of this heavenly charity, as exhibited in the important 
duty 

Of giving and receiving faithful reproof for sin. 

It has been justly remarked, that the most important duties are 
the most arduous. That this remark is applicable to the case of 
giving and receiving Christian admonition, must be acknowledged 
by all who are practically acquainted with the duty. It is indeed 
easy, and perfectly congenial to the “ old man,” to speak of the im- 
perfections of our brethren, and to censure their conduct ; for in so 
doing, we may only be gratifying our own pride and self-conceit. 
And it is comparatively easy, even when we are in some degree 
influenced by better motives, to speak to others of the Rr 
of our brethren in terms of regret and disapprobation, but the dif- 
ficulty and self-demial attending the faithful admonition of an erring 
brother, “between him and thee alone,” and of restoring him “in the 
spirit of meekness,” is evident, in that it is so little practised. 

So also in respect to receiving reproof ; we are willing to acknowl- 
edge in general terms that we are transgressors ; we are ready to 
confess with the great congregation that we have sinned with our 
fathers : but to confess to a brother who comes privately to admon- 
ish us, Brother, “I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight,” 
(especially if the admonition is not given in that spirit which the 
gospel inculcates,) requires a high degree of that humility which is 
the brightest ornament of Christian character. 

Arduous, however, as this duty may be, it is essential to our grow- 
ing up “an holy temple in the Lord.” It is a part of that admira- 
ble system of discipline in the house of God, which manifests it to be 
“the ground and pillar of the truth.” And if it is neglected, what- 
ever union or prosperity we may boast of, it is manifest that our 
union and our geo seme A cannot be holy. ° 

To illustrate and enforce this duty, some passages of divine truth 
may be considered. 
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How positive was the command of God to his ancient people, 

‘Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin 
upon him,” or, that thou bear not sin for him. Lev. xix. 17. Our 
Saviour also has directed us, in 18th of Matthew, “If thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between him and 
thee alone ; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.”’ 

The Apostle also exhorts the brethren of the church at Galatia to 
thisduty. “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness, consider 
ing thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”” Gal. vi.1. Hecommends 
the c hurch at Rome, because they were “able to admonish one anoth- 
er.’ Rom. xv.14. ‘Those professors of Christ who walked con- 
trary to the order of the Gospel, were to be particularly noted, and 
not to be associated with in their disorderly conduct ; yet, where 
there was reason to hope they were the disciples of Jesus, they 
were not to be counted as enemies, but admonished as brethren. 
2 Thes. ill. i4-15. Paul rebuked Peter for not walking uprightly. 
Gal. ii. 11-14. The apostie Jude writes, “ And of some have com- 
passion, making a difference, and others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the ‘fire ; ; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” 
How excellent is the language of the Psalmist on this subject! << Let 
the righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness; and let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil which shall not break my head: for 
yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.” Ps. cxli. 5. How 
did his character shine, when he exemplified this humility in the 
case of Nabal! In his wrathhe had determined to avenge himself on 


Nabal, by destroying him and all he possessed. Abigail, the wife of 


Nabal, and the messenger of peace, came out to meet David to ap- 
peasehim. After she had wisely admonished him, he said unto her, 
« Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which sent thee this day to 
meet me, and blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast 
kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging my - 
self with mine own hand.”’ if Sam. xxv. 32-33. 

This i important duty is enforced in the word of God, by the bles- 
sed effects of obedience, and by the awful consequences of neglect- 
ing it. ‘ He who rebuketh a man, afterwards shall find more favour 
than he that flattereth with the tongue.”’ Prov. xxviii. 23. “ Rebuke 
a wise man and he will love thee.” Prov.ix.8. “ Brethren, if any 
of you do err from the truth, and one correct him, let him know 
that he who converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”? “James 

19-20. This passage is not to be applied to those only who 
y ts the doctrine of the Gospel, but to these also who err from that 
path of holy practice, which the truth of God requires us to walk in. 
itis a solemn consideration, that add deviations from the strait and 
narrow way, tead in their own nature to final apostacy and everlast- 
ing death. Therefore the Apostle directed his brethren to “ exhort 
one another daily, lest any of you be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin.’ Heb. iii. 15. 

“He that covereth his sins, shall not prosper, but whose confes- 
seth and forsaketh them, shall have mercy.”? Prov. xxviii. 15. “* He 
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who refuseth reproof, erreth.? Prov.x.17. “ He that hateth re- 
proof shall die.””? Prov. xv. 10. 

Various and powerful indeed are our temptations to neglect the 
duty of reproving each other faithfully for sin. 

1. A consciousness of our own imperfections sometimes deters us 
from this act of brotherly love. Thisis one of satan’s devices. Our 
own unworthiness and sinfulness require us indeed to confess our 
faults one to another, but wiil never justify us in covering sin in our 
brethren: We injure our own souls, as_ well as the souls of others, 
by yielding to this temptation ; as we lose the influence of the ad- 
ditional obligation to holy living, which we should have felt, had we 
faithfully reproved our brethren. 

2. We are also induced to neglect this duty, by the fear that our 
reproofs will not be received with a Christian temper, and that we 
shall only incur the displeasure of our brethren. Allowing these 
fears to be well founded, they furnish us with no just excuse in the 
case. We are to do our duty, and leave the issete with the Lord. 
But how can we know that the means which infinite wisdom hath 
appointed will be unsuccessful ? Hath not divine grace often made 
them effectual in cases apparently the most discouraging? What 
will not the word and temper of the Gospel accomplish in the hand 
of an Almighty agent ? Is any thing too hard for the Lord ?— 
Surely he can remove all blindness of mind and hardness of heart. 
He can change the lion into the lamb, and bring every thought of the 

roudest 2ad most self-willed into subjection to his holy truth. If 
indeed we are influenced by selfish motives, and feel more an injury 
as done to ourselves than we feel for the honor of God, or if in la- 
bouring with an offending brother, we confide in our own powers of 
argument, persuasion, or authority, we may expect disappointment. 
But if weattend to this duty, as to the King’s business, looking wholly 
to him to crown our efforts with a blessing, we shall certainly re- 
ceive it insome way or other. If our brother, by hardening his 
heart, will not suffer our peace to rest upon him, it will return to ou: 
own bosom. 

3. It is worthy of particular notice, that this duty is also neglect- 
ed in consequence of substituting something for the standard of 
Christian obedience in the place of the pure word of God. This is 
a most dangerous principle. It leads us to justify in ourselves and 
others, those things which call for faithful reproof and admonition. 
It influences us to join with the world, with carnal professors, in 
esteeming those things which are an abomination in the sight of God. 
Let us beware, my brethren, of this baneful leaven. We are not to 
be surprised, if those who have only a name to live and are dead 
should attempt to justify their worldly spirit and worldly practices. 
under the specious names of “ decent pride,” “laudable ambition” 
and “innocent amusements”—or if they cover the idol of their 
covetousness with the garb of nominal prudence, to hide its defor- 
ity. But“ ye have not so learned Christ.” “Therefore, come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 

4. Some Christians excuse themselves in the neglect of faithfu! 
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admonition, on the pretence that it increases difficulties in the 
church. We propose to the serious and candid consideration ot 
such, two questions :—First. Is not the duty we advocate appointed 
by the great Head of the church, as part of the discipline of his 
house ? If so, we ask, Secondly, Can any body of professors be 
worthy of the character of his church, who cannot endure the disci- 
pline thereof? If the fire of truth consumes us, what are we but 
dross ? The pure gold suffers no loss in the hottest furnace. The 
sooner the dross is consumed the better, for then the gold will be re- 
fined. ‘Those who will not submit to the holy discipline of Christ’s 
house, ought to have noname nor place there. Letevery Christian, 
and every church remember, that the peace which is obtained by the 
sacrifice of truth is a false peace, and entirely opposed to that holy 
charity which rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. 
Let us then, dearly beloved, in the spirit of meekness and love, 
watch over one another in the Lord, and walk as children of light, 
proving what is acceptable unto God. 


FOR THE PILGRIM. 
RELATION OF INFANTS TO THE CHURCH. 


Mr. Enpiror, 

‘The subject of the following remarks is one upon which many private Chris- 
tians are in a state of doubt. Some who are Pastors in the chuuch are 
not settled in their views, and of course are at a loss to know what is their 
duty. The views expressed in this paper, are not designed as a full dis- 
cussion of the subject; but are offered with the hope of directing the at- 
tention of others to it. A PASTOR. 


DIFFERENT opinions have been advanced concerning the 
state of baptized children, and their relation to the church of Christ. 
The differences of opinion, on which our eye is now fixed, are found 
among those, who acknowledge the validity of infant baptism, and 
the duty of believing parents to make this dedication of their infant 
offspring unto God. That this is their duty, and that baptism, thus 
performed, is valid, and ought not. to be performed a second time, 
are points which are here taken for granted. Our remarks are to 
be confined to the relation, which baptized children sustain to the 
visible church, and the manner in which they ought to be treated by 
the church. 

-That this subject is involved in much obscurity cannot be denied. 
The fact, that there is no uniform course adopted in our churches, 
in reference to the religious education and discipline of such chil- 
dren, and the differences of opinion as to the course authorized by 
the word of God, are sufficient evidence that this subject is more 
incumbered with difficulties than many other subjects. If baptized 
children are members of the church of Christ, as it is generally sup- 
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posed, we shoald naturally conclude, that they must of course be 
viewed as subjects of discipline. The church of Christ, like every 
other community, must be supposed to have authority over its mem 
bers, and if children are members in consequence of their baptism, 
it is reasonable to suppose, that they are subjects of discipline, 
whenever they conduct ina manner unworthy of a standing in the 
church. 

Will it be said, that they are members of the church, but not in 
the saine sense with believing adults? We readily admit, that 
from the very nature of the case, it is impossible they should be 
members in all respects, as believing adults are members; young 
children are not capable of enjoying all the outward privileges 
which adults enjoy; nevertheless, if they are members of the 
church, they will of course be entitled to all the privileges of 
membership, which their capacities qualify them for enjoying, and 
after a few more years have passed over their heads, they may 
have, and actually will have that degree of knowledge and that 
enlargement of capacities, which shall render them capable of shar- 
ing in all the outward privileges of the kingdom of Christ. On the 
principle, that they are members in virtue of their baptism, why 
should they not be permitted, if they choose, and be required, if they 
decline to share in these privileges? Will it be said, that they are 
not qualified to come to the ordinance of the Supper, and to take an 
active part in the transactions of the church, and that on this ac- 
count they are not required to adopt this course? If so, then, it 
follows, that the church has one class, and that a very large class of 
members, who are disqualified for, and who are not allowed, in case 
they desire it, nor required, in case they decline it, to share in the 
peculiar privileges of Christ’s kingdom. This principle is a virtual 
denial of their membership, for although it supposes them members, 
it neither subjects them to discipline as members, nor admits them 
to the enjoyment of the privileges and rights of membership. It, 
therefore, tends directly to undermine the order of Christ’s house, 
as it leaves a large class of members without the government of the 
church. On the principle, that baptism renders them members, 
consistency demands, as well as the order and peace of the church, 
that, as they arrive at years of discretion, they should be required to 
come to the ordinance of the sacrament, and in case of their refusal, 


‘ be subject to censure, and in case of immorality of conduct, be cut 


off from the church. It is not éasy to see how they can be regard- 
ed, as members, and yet not be subject to discipline, as members.— 
Membership secures privileges, or it does not: if it secures no pri- 
vileges, it is no membership; and if baptized children are Vet 
without discipline, and are prohibited coming to the sacrament, 
their membership is in fact no membership, whatever it may be in 
name. 

Very few will be willing to adopt that course, which consistency 
requires, on the principle that they are members. The course is 
this ; to deal with them, as members, as soon as their age will justify 
the procedure, and if they do not conform to the order and discipline 
of Christ’s house, cut them off or excommunicate them. It is obyi- 
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ous, that this course would be attended with insuperable difliculues, 


and in the issue rend the church in pieces. The membership of in- 
fant children is attended with difficulties in almost every view which 
can be taken of the subject ; and it is a fact, that so far as our infor 
mation extends, nearly all who contend for their membership, do in 
practice renounce it. 

it is alleged by some, that those children are born in the church, 
and are of course members by birth: just as a person born in the 
State of Connecticut, is an inhabitant of the State. But if children 
are members in consequence of their birth, their membership com- 
mences prior to baptism, and consequently baptism does not consti- 
tute them members. 

The late President Dwight, whose opinions on every subject are 
entitled to respectful attention, has given, as he supposed, a view ol 
this subject, which obviates the difficulties attending it. He is one 
of those who regard them as members in consequence of their bap- 
tism ; yet, to avoid the difficulties, which have been suggested, as it 
would seem, he makes them members, not of the particular churches, 
in which they were baptized, but of the church general, His lan- 
guage is—* they are members of the church of Christ” i.e. “of the 
church i in eeneral.”” This illustration is, to our mind, involved in 
obscurity. WwW ith respectful deference to the opinions of the late 
President, we ask what does he intend by the church in general ? 
Does he intend the whole number of real believers in ~ world ? 
1. e. the invisible kingdom of Christ on the earth ? or does he intend 
the visible kingdoin of Christ, including the whole number of visible 
believers on the earth ? Ifthe former be intended, it surely can- 
not be supposed that all baptized children belong te it. To suppose 
them members of the church general in this sense, is to suppose 
them all, without exception, the subjects of faith in Christ. And 
no one will say, we have evidence to warrant us in adopting this 
supposition. ; 

We adopt then the other construction, that, by the church in gen- 
eral, he intended visible believers, or the external kingdom of Christ 
on the earth. In this sense, the church general includes ali the 
individual churches of Christ on the earth. Now, if baptized chil- 
dren are not members of the parucular churches, in which they are 
baptized, how have they come inio the church general 2? Not through 
particular churches, for on the very supposition, they are not mem- 
bers of particular churches, nor were they ever members of those 
churches. The cases which Dr. Dwight has proposed for illustra- 
tion, do not, in our view, appear to be parallel —We will use his 
own words, speaking of baptized children, he says, “ They are 
members, in the same sense, in which the Eunuch was a member ; 
in which these dismissed in good ~~ and not yet united to other 
churches are members ; in which men lawfully ordained are min- 
isters of the church s in which adults after their proiession and 
baptism are members, antecedently to their union with particular 
churches.”—(Dwigit’s Theol. vol. v. p.298.) But is there not a ma- 
nifest difference betw een the state of infant children and that of these 
persons? In these several cases, the individuals supposed, have 
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«ome into the church, by their own profession. The Eunuch was bap- 
tized in virtue of his own voluntary confession, and came into the 
church voluntarily: ‘They, who have been dismissed and recom- 
mended to other churches, came in through the particular churches, 
to which they were at first united by their own free consent ; and 
it is questionable whether they ought not to be regarded, as mem- 
bers of these churches, until they are in fact united with other 
churches. Ministers obtained their membership through different in- 
dividual churches and by voluntary profession, aad notwithstanding 
they are made officers in the church, they are still amenable either 
directly or indirectly to the church. In all these cases, the persons 
must be viewed as liable to discipline in some manner in the church. 
Now infant children do not become members by voluntary profes- 
sion; of course, if they are members, their membership is obtained 
involuntarily. There is, therefore, a wide difference between their 
membership and that of persons in the above specified cases. But, if 
they are rendered members involuntarily, and are in the same state 
with those, who have become members by voluntary profession, why 
should they be required to make a voluntary profession, in order to 
enjoy the privileges of membership. ‘The fact, that they are requir- 
ed to do this, is proof that baptism has not rendered them members. 
Involuntary membership is, in fact, no membership, until the sub- 
jects recognize the obligations of it ina voluntary profession. It is 
not easy to see how persens can belong toa kingdom, in which the 
allegiance of the subjects is voluntary, without their own consent.— 
In the covenant of grace, there is a voluntary engagement on the 
part of those, who enter into it. But infants, as dedicated to God 
in baptism, have not made this engagement ; nor are they capable 
of making it. (We do not mean, that they are incapable of sancti- 
fication. We admit their moral agency—but we are contemplating 
them in relation to the visible terms of the covenant.) Will it be 
said, that their parents have made this engagement for them ? 
{tis readily granted, that they are brought into a certain relation to 
the church, through the medium of their parents. ‘Their parents 
are in the church, and in virtue of the membership of one or both 
their parents, they have been baptized. They may be sancti- 
fied and saved, or they may not be. Their relation to believing 
parents, by whom they are dedicated to God in baptism, does not of 
course secure their salvation; nor does it, so far as appears, se- 
cure them a standing in the visible church of Christ. It is clear, 
that they stand in a different relation to the church from unbaptized 
children, and that baptism secures to them priviliges, which are not 
secured to unbaptized children. ‘They stand related to the church 
through or by their parents. And al! the instruction which the 
church can give them is either through their parents or with their 
consent; and all the discipline which rt is in the power of the church 
to exercise over them is through their parents. Parents are under 
covenant obligation to educate them religiously, to restrain and 
govern them, to pray for them, and to use all the means of grace 
with them, appointed for their sanctification. If parents ave necli- 
gent in their duty, the church have authorty te employ ali becoming 

















172 Forgiveness. 


means to instruct parents inte a knowledge of their duty, and to in- 
fluence them to fidelity in the discharge of it. But, if such children, 
on arriving at years of discretion, give no evidence of piety, and 
evince no Tespect for what their parents did for them in dedicating 
them to God in baptism, or if they should prove notoriously profli- 
gate, what authority has the church a right to exercise over them? or 
what, that it can exercise ?—Let those, who contend for their mem- 

bership in the church define the extent of authority, w hich the 
church can exercise in this case, and the manner in w hich it should 
be exercised. Until thisis done in a manner more satisfactory than 
we have yet seen, we shall remain of the opinion, that baptisin 
does not secure to them a standing in the church, 

The question will then be asked, “of what use to children is 
baptism ?°°—In answer, it may be remarked, that the solidity of the 
ordinance depends on divine appointment, and is not to be deter- 
mined by apparent utility or inutility to children. It will be agreed 
by all that it is not a saving ordinance, and whether baptized “chil- 
dren will be saved or lost, depends not on the efficacy of baptism, 
but on the sovereign pleasure of God. Baptism secures to children 
a religious education, and does in this manner all that can be done 
instrumentally for their salvation. It is a seal of the covenant of 
grace, which God has made with their parents, and it brings them 
near to this covenant, and provides privileges for them without their 
consent, in great mercy to them, which they are at liberty to choose 
or to refuse. If they, on coming to years of discretion, piously 
choose the service of God, they w vill own Christ in a public profes- 
sion, and voluntarily take the obligations on themselves, under 
which their parents solemnly devoted them to God in baptism. In 
this point of view, baptism secures for children all that their parents 
can do towards their salvation. And if baptism does this, can it be 

said in truth that it is an ordinance without profit to children ?>—Is 
not a religious education of inestimable value to a child ?>—Is it not 
of use to a child to enjoy all the means of grace which his condition 
and age render him capable of enjoying?—Or will it be said thai 
believi ing parents would do all this without offering up their children 
in baptism, and that therefore the ordinance is aie te This is 
calling in question the wisdom of God in appointing the ordinance. 
Has God required believing parents to make this dedication of their 
children to him, and to give this pledge of their fidelity to them ?— 
Who then will dare to say that parents would be as faithful without. 
as with this pledge >—Whio will thus arraign the wisdom of an or 
dinance divinely appointed F 


FORGIVENESS 


WOULD to heav en that the maxim “ an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth,” which sprung up among the men of o/d time, had 
passed away with that generation. We might naturally expect that 
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such principles of conduct would be popular among the,men who 
had never imbibed the peaceful spirit of the gospel. For, although 
common reason, if it were allowed its own prerogative, is sufficient 
to render most clear and palpable the impropriety and evil tenden- 
cy of a spirit of retaliation ; yet an acquaintance with the history of 
mankind and some knowledge of the current manners and customs 
of the world, force us to conclude that in this case, the loud and 
confident voice of reason is drowned in the single whisper of inward 
inclination. Men of the world have always cherished in their 
bosoms a revengeful viper, whose insatiate rankdings have alternately 
inflicted wounds on others and on themselves. Nothing so ca 
as the uniform influence of this selfish principle, serves to identify 
human nature in every age, and to characterize the successive gene- 
rations of men as belonging to the same family, and as of the same 
“« father, whose works they will do.” 

Among barbarous nations, who know neither the refinements of 
human morality nor the virtues of the gospel of reconciliation, re- 
prisal and revenge stalk abroad without dissimulation or restraint. 
And even in a civilized community, upon which the polishing hand 
of education has raised the gloss of politeness, and where many an 
example is found of christian forgiveness and long suffering charity, 
in the light of which the brazen face of selfishness is subdued, with 
shame, they still continue their ravages, by assuming the enchant- 
ments of ceremonious forms and auspicious names. 

For man easily to imbibe and inveterately to retain an indignant 
sense of injury, is mean; and is devilish to meditate revenge. It nay 
be inferred, from the conduct of those who are so sensible to every 
real or imaginary infringement of that honour which they deem so 
inviolably delicate, in the first place, that they have not the spirit of 
Christ ; and then, that their knowledge and 5 fo of things centre in 
themselves, and encircle them in a narrow sphere. For who that 
extends a liberal view abroad over the vast -ommunity of fellow 
beings that surrounds him, and sees that the true interests and 
pleasures of every one must be the same, and that they may and 
must be promoted in harmony, would not feel the impression, so 
natural and so just, that individual claims of self-gratification must 
not be extravagant, in order to be consistent with those of other men ; 
and that it is often best to relinquish some of one’s own, though not 
inordinate, as a preservative of that balance in society which the 
avarice of others tends to destroy. Constantly to feel and express 
a sense of injuries received is therefore mean, eee it bespeaks a 
person whose views are very erroneous or very limited in regard to 
his own importance in society, and the treatment which that impor- 
tance entitles him to expect from those around him. And especial- 
ly does it appear mean when beheld in contrast with that heavenly, 
that truly noble disposition, which “ suffereth long, and is kind.”” 

But this is not all,—revenge is devilish. “ Vengeance belongeth 
unto the Lord. Vengeance is mine,” saith God, “and I will repay 
it? Now who is he that will not forgive his fellow mortal, and 
cannot assuage the pain that an injury has given, with aught but the 
gratification which full resentment brings ;—who meditates and ex 
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it ecutes with his might whatever revenge his own rash choler dictates ; 
\? let him know that he inherits a passion which a benevolent God will 
never suffer to be at large and unrestraine ‘din the kingdom which 


i He has set up in the universe, and for the security of which He has 


i made timely provision in the eternal prison of despair. But, though 
man is not the proper person to exercise revenge, though he has no 
right to withhold forgiveness from his offending fellow, , is there not 
a reason for his transet essing this rule of propriety and justice, which 
will form an honourable apology for him in the estimation of the 
world? An evil generation will find excuses for the indulgence of 
ny almost every depraved inclination of the heart, in the plea of fashion, 
|! of "pleasure, of interest, or of necessity. Yet when ingenuity, the 
} subtle patron of iniquity, has exhausted all these sources, nothing i is 
found to extenuate the folly of the revengeful man, or to lighten ‘the 
shade of his guilt. 
\4 A retaliating spirit is not fashionable i in society. For, though it 
prevails so much as to be common, yet it wants that popular compla- 
cency which is necessary to complete the meaning and propriety of 
| the term fashionable. A practice so much at variance with the dic- 
| tates of reason and policy, a feeling so hostile to every generous 
sentiment of the heart, can never be indulged with the approbation 
of an unimpassioned community. 

The pleasure which an unforgiving spirit gives to the breast that 
feels it, will never be adduced, by those who plead for the innocence 
of erring human nature, as an apology for this vice. It is, indeed, 
the only real one that can be offered; but to acknowledge it, would 
be to disclose the infernal origin of revenge, and to fix deeper upon 

“it the universal odium. 

Considerations of se/f-inlerest also, which are the secret springs of 
so many of the base and unjust actions of men, seem to have little or 
no agency in prompting them to retaliation. The only claim an in- 
jured man has on him who has wronged him, is in direct return for 
the injury sustained. But it cannot be imagined how rev enge is a 
reparation of injury, or an alleviation of suffering, or any real equi- 

i} valent to either. ‘The rev engeful man has no interest to promote 
by its exercise. A bleeding wound is not soothed nor cicatrized 
" by battering the knife that gave it ; neither is a wounded spirit con- 
soled by the sufferings of another. The disposition, therefore, that 


HW seeks rev enge—that refuses to forgive-—is malevolence; unmin- 
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gled and disinterested malevolence! 
An apology for some kinds of wickedness, among which is includ- 

ed the one under consideration, is sometimes drawn from a su pposed 
necessity a man may be under to perpetrate them, from the consti- 
tutional depravity of his nature. A person, it is said, is not in fault 
for being provoked ; this sin, if any is here, lies wholly at the door of 
him w ho offers the provocation. And when anger Is excited, its de- 
mands must be gratified. How frequently do we hear it pr esented 
as an extenuation of crime, that it was committed under the influ- 

° ence of passion: as though wickedness were less and less heinous 
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the more inveterate it grows, and quite blameless when it becomes 
vutrageous ! 

But no such necessity exists. Besides that it would be obviously 
inconsistent with a state of complete accountability, daily observa- 
tion may teach us with what facility, especially by the assistance 
of grace, this strong feature in human nature may be modified and 
transformed. This assertion is confirmed by the testimony of many 
a shining example, which has excited the amazement and admira- 
tion of all. 

Let those know, then, who will not forgive tlfe trespasses of their 
fellow beings, but who cherish a vindictive temper towards them, 
that their conduct admits not of the common palliations of a mistaken 
charity ; and let them see that in this respect they resemble the 
fallen spirits, who sin because it affords them their best gratification. 

How widely different in their nature and effects are the rules of 
conduct which the law of God contains, from the maxims of the 
world! A character modelled on the divine precepts presents a 
strong contrast to that which is accommodated to the wayward 
inclinations of men. And in all its parts it appears more noble, 
beautiful, and complete, than even that which worldly wisdom has 
successfully refined. What author of human philosophy has ever 
honoured his own system, as Jesus Christ, by his life and example, 
honoured the law of God? What man ever sustained such an accu- 
mulated burden of suffering and contempt? And yet how did each 
new provocation of his persecutors stimulate his benevolence and 
compassion into a readier and more lively exercise in their behalf, 
till on Calvary, where they crowned the climax of their indignities, 
his soul burst forth in the prevailing prayer, /uther, rorcive them! 

Such, in an imperfect measure, have been many of His followers, 
who have learned of Him to dear the reproaches of men, to desire sin- 
cerely the good of their enemies, and even to invoke the forbearance 
of Heaven for their murderers.* And such should be all those who 
have named the name of Christ, and who profess to have attached 
themselves to that spiritual community whence an unforgiving sense 
of injury, retaliation and revenge are excluded. Alas! christians 
are apt to lose sight of their standard of excellence, and to be con- 
formed to this world. But such a conformity will always wound 
the peace of those who have ever felt the pleasure that springs from 
a heavenly temper. It dishonours Christ, retards the interests of 
His visible kingdom, and mars its beauty of holiness. Shun it then, 
ye disciples of Jesus especially, whose virtue is the salt of the earth, 
whose example is the light of the world!) What! shall such things 
be complained of among brethren who are related by that most en- 
dearing tie of love, which enjoins the forgiveness of each other, not 
only until seven times, but until sEVENTY TIMES SEVEN! 

“a. 


* See Frontispiece. 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS.—No. f. 


Mr. Pirerim, 

YOU have commenced your labours at a very interesting period 
in the history of the church. Much is doing in aid of the cause of 
our Lord and Master in the world. And among the means employ- 
ed to great advantage at the present day, are religious periodical 
publications. These have increased within a few years in a man- 





ner unexampled in the history of the American C hurches, and are 
impor tant auxiliaries in promotion of true piety. The wonders ot j 
divine grace, displaved i in the multiplied revivals of religion in our 


own land, and in other christian lands, the union of the friends of 
religion in the various benevolent associations of the age, the ope- 
rations, resources, and success of these associations, and particular- 
ly of that branch of them, which more immediately have respect to 
the extension of the gospel in heathen lands, as embodied in perio- | 
dical papers, in form of religious intelligence, are read with great 
avidity by the christian public. The “demand for this kind of 
reading has excelled the must sanguine expectation of the friends of 
religion, and is still increasing. ‘This intelligence, from week to 
week, and month to month, gladdens the hearts of christians, 
enlarges their views of the operations in the divine kingdom, ani- 
mates their faith, and stirs them up to persevering efforts in the 
cause of benevolence. It must be regarded, therefore, as one of the 
modes which God has chosen, and which he blesses for the edifica- 
tion of his own children, and the furtherance of the gospel in the 
world. 

It is far from our design to divert the attention of the christian 
public from this kind of reading, to detract from the influence which 

religious intelligence has on the cause of true piety, or to check the 
demand for it in the public mind : at the same time, we would’suggest 
our fears, which are not indulged without some observation, lest the 
christian system should not be sufficiently explained, and guarded 
against the attacks of unbelievers. It is to be remembered that 
doctrines lay the foundation for practice, and that practical godli- 
ness is merely an exemplification of christian doctrine. The 
demand for religious intelligence therefore should not be so great as 
to exclude doctrinal instruction. He who is not well read and es- 
tablished in his belief in the peculiar doctrines of the christian 
system, is constantly exposed to the influence of error, and is in dan- ' 
ger of perverting religious intelligence to improper uses. This age | 
of active benevolence is an age in which the enemies of the cross are 
vigilant and persevering. It is an age in which error is coming in 
like a flood, in which its progress is often unperceived, and in w hich 
it assumes its most specious forms, and exerts its influence on the 
minds of men in those points in which they are the most secure, and 
at the same time the most vulnerable. 

Multitudes are educated under the light of the gospel, in a belief 
of the christian system, whose minds have never been turned either 
to the external evidences, or the internal economy of this system. 
They are of course unable to give the reasons for their belief, or to 
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ace the truths in their connections, to weigh their evidence, and 
meet the objections of unbelievers. The result is, they are inade- 
quate to the defence of the gospel. When the first principles of 
christianity, the truths which they have long believed, and whose 
influence they have long felt, are called in question by designing and 
wicked men, and assailed by plausible objections, they are perplex- 
ed, confounded, and as the case may be, and often is, are shaken in 
their belief. In this manner, error in religious sentiment is gaining 
ground in some sections of our common country ; it is taking advan- 
tage of the unprepared state of the friends of truth to defend their 
cause, influencing them in the first place to disfrust their own prin- 
ciples, and in the second place to renounce them. 

We are bold to assert, that Christianity, both in its external and 
internal character, rests on evidence, nut to be shaken by anv argu- 
ments, which it is in the pewer of its enemies to employ. We are 
jirm in the belief, that common readers, plain common-sense men, 
are capable of perceiving, arranging and employing this evidence, so 
as to maintain their principles, and silence gainsayers. Nothing 
more is required than to turn their thoughts to this subject, and give 
it an interest in their minds. ‘To establish men in the belief of true 
doctrine, and to put into their hands weapons with which to defend 
it, form one of the best preservatives against error. It is indeed 
painful to behold those, who have been educated in the belief of true 
doctrine, undermined in their principles and seduced into error, by 
the cunning of these who have made shipwreck of the a The 
time has arrived, when men must know the principles of their belief, 
and the evidences on which they rest. The friends of truth are in 
too defenceless a state to meet and resist with success the advocates 
of false doctrine. 

We have long been desirous to see a periodical paper, which 
should take a bold stand in defence of the doctrines of grace, and 
maintain that ascendancy in the public estimation, which will look 
down opposition to truth. We want to see the doctrines of revela- 
tion presented with clearness of apprehension, with all their native 
loveliness and authority, in a form adapted to the capacities of the 
common reader. Perhaps the conductors of our periodical papers 
have been too cautious in entering boldly on this subject. They 
have perhaps feared on the one hand of provoking controversy, and 
on the other, of rendering their papers ie and uninteresting to the 
mass of their readers, by devoting much room to doctrinal discus- 
sion. Hence it has happened, in many instances, that this discus- 
sion, when introduced, has been in a style above the common reader, 
or in so general and indistinct a form as to fail of interesting his 
feelings. ‘Truth, to have influence, must be perceived and felt by 
the reader: and of course, as the mass of readers are not accustom- 
ed to much mental discipline, it must be so plain as not to be mis- 
apprehended, so forcible as not to be resisted, and so glowing as to 
warm the heart and interest the feelings. We are confident that 
the doctrines of revelation can be made exceedingly interesting to 
common minds, and that it is high time the conductors of religious 
periodical papers showld aim more at this. It is true, that ina 
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sense doctrinal instruction 1s found in religious intelligence, in alle- 
gories, dialogues and in miscellaneous items of news, and it is like- 
wise true, that these forms of instruction and kinds of reading are 
very properly blended in periodical papers; while the doctrines ot 
revelation mav be learnt from this kind of reading, they are not 
necessarily received and understood. [t is therefore chen the case, 
that they who read those parts of religious yublications with avidity, 
are found lamentably deficient in doctrinal knowledge. The reason 
is, that in these forms the doctrines of the Bible are not expressed 
with that prominence w hich is at once seen, nor with that force of 
argument which irresistibly carries conviction to the reader, and 
furnishes him with materials of defending his faith. Let the pecu- 


liar doctrines of the Bible be received and maintained in their w eight 


of evidence, and the christian public will have a safeguard against 
the seductive influence of false teachers and their doctrines. A 
monthly paper, like yours, Mr. Pilgrim, with one department richly 

stored with doctrinal discussion, were it to be zene rally circulated 
and read in families, would do much towards supplying the deficien- 


cy of knowledge, which we have alluded to, as well as in checking 


the progress of error in religious sentiment. 

We have been led to make these remarks from the creat want of 
doctrinal knowledge, which we have discerned in common minds. 
This is not peculiar to one town or church; it is general in our reli- 
fious congregations. Where the gospel has been preached with 
peculiar char ms fi ra long course of years, we have been surprised 
to find great ignorance of christian doctrine, and grieved to see how 
easily common christians may be perplexed and stumbled by the 
enemies of the truth. We look now to periodical religious papers 
to aid the ministry of the Word in supplying this deficiency of 
knowledge ; and we sincerely hope, that this subject will be viewed 
by others in the same light in which we view it; and that it will 
secure the co-operation of those who are able and ready to take a 
high and bold stand in defence of the faith. 





CONVERSATION WITH AN INFIDEL 


Mr. Piverm, 

IN my last I gave you an account of some conversation, which | 
had with an infidel. Before we > separated at that time, I saw some 
appearance of relenting in his mind, from which I hoped a favorable 
issue. Continuing my travels since that time, 1 have witnessed 
inany things, but nothing more w orthy of notice than the following : 
About ten days since, as [ was travelling in my usual manner, alone 
and on foot, I overtook a man who was roing in the same direction, 
with his head down, as if musing on soine important subject. As 
soon as I came up with him [ discovered my old friend the infidel, 
and glad was | to see him, you may depend. We immediately 
entered upon conversation. He began as follows : 
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Infidel. My dear Mr. Valdo, (for he knew my name, ) 1 rejoice to 
see you, for since our last conversation my mind has been exceed- 
ingly perplexed ; my old companions have been trying to fill me with 
perplexing doubts and difficulties, and I can see that they are not 
right, but as yet [ cannet see what is right. And now I shall take 
the liberty to open my mind freely, and express all my difficulties, 
and if you can give me any relief, ‘[ shall receive it gratefully. 

Peter. Relief must come from a higher source ; but if I can be 
the means of solving any of your doubts, believe me, [ shall do it 
joyfully ; so please to state them. 

Infidel. In the first place, my old comrades tell me, that the soul 
cannot suffer any thing, because it is immaterial ; that all pain 
and punishment i is connected with substance ; that we can have no 
conception of suffering, separate from the flesh ; that our mind be- 
ing in the body, is subject to the control of our senses, viz. sight, 
hearing, feeling, &c. but, that the moment animal life is extinct, 
the mind will be free to rove through all the regions of infinite 
space, unshackled and unrestrained ; that the soul, consisting of 
intelligence only, has only to desire, and it will immediately pos- 
sess ; and that all ideas of « corporal sufferance” beyond the grave, 
are the offs ring of bigotry and superstition. 

Peter. These men believe the soul to be immortal, I suppose ¢ 

Infidel. Yes, certainly. 

Peter. Did they tell you on what grounds they rested such a 
belief, or exhibit any proofs of the truth of it? 

Infidel. Yes, but I cannot now recollect them all. The most 
prominent, however, was, that the soul possessed such enlarged de- 
sires, as could be consistent with no other than an immortal nature ; 
that nothing could satisfy the mind ; that when it had mastered one 
subject, it was then better capacitated to grasp another still more 
difficult. Sometimes it seems to spurn its earthly tabernacle, and 
rise, and traverse immensity of space, disdainful of restraint; and 
that the instinctive dread with which the soul recoils from the 
thought of annihilation, shews a secret consciousness of its high ori- 
gin and superior destiny. This was the substance of the argu- 
ments, used by those who denied the truth of the scriptures, and 
declared that the immortality of the soul could be proved without 
them. 

Peter. The first part of their argument, viz. ‘ that the soul can- 
not suffer, only by its connection “with the body,’ may perhaps be 
hard to disprove by any mathematical process : but still there are 
facts, 1 in almost every man’ *3 experience, which would go far to con- 
vince us, that the mind might suffer, independently of “disease, pain 
or bodily infirmity of any kind. 

To illustrate the fact, take the case of a man in a hideous dream. 
For myself, I must confess, that I have suffered as much in my sleep 
as I ever suffered, in the same time, when awake, and [ think more : 
and I have seen others, apparently in an agony of distress, trem 
bling, so that the bed shook beneath them, and covered with sweat, 
merely from the fearful apprehensions of the mind in a dream, when 
their bodies were in perfect health. 
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I have, in repeated instances, wakened people from their sieep, 
and received as grateful acknowledgments for relieving them from 
their imaginary terrors, as I ever did for any favour ‘which I had 
the power to bestow in my life. Now it seems to me, that an all- 
pow erful God, could, if he saw fit, speak that body into an everlast- 
ing sleep, and make the dream eternal. Can we, in our short-s sight 
edness, conceive of a more horrible condition, than 


“ To be imprisoned in the viewless winds, 

And blown with restless violence round about 
The pendent world? Or to be worse than worst 
Of those, that lawless and uncertain thoughts 
Imagine howling? ’Tis too horrible. 

The weariest and most loathed worldly life, 

Is a paradise 





To what we fear.” 


And as infinity allows of no limitation, so an infinite being can puu 

ish to an infinite extent, by an infinite variety of means ; ” therefore, 

allowing the pre mises, (w hich are, that God is Almighty,) the con 

clusion is certain, (which is, that he can inflict misery on the sou! 
separate from the body.) But we will reverse the “subject ; we 
have heard, yes, we have seen, men exulting, while their bodies 
were racked with the most excruciating pain ; one man in particu- 
lar, that I visited when on his death-bed, had his limbs literally 
drawn out of joint, by a muscular complaint 5 ; yet so strong was his 
faith and hope i in the God of his salvation, that with his expiring 
breath he sung, 


“ Jesus can make a dying bed, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are.” 


And we have many instances of the old martyrs, over whose minds 
the pangs of death, inflicted in the most cruel manner, had no pow- 
er. Thus I think it will appear plain, to any candid man, that there 
are kinds of suffering peculiar to the soul ; and also that the body 

may suffer very severely, and the soul have no participation in it. 
But let us come to the second part of their proposition, which 
is, that “the immortality of the soul can be proved without the 
Scriptures.” 1 acknowledge it may be guessed at, but I think it can- 
not be proved. They say that the soul has great desires, and grasps 
at nothing less than immor tality ; therefore it must be immortal. 
On the same principle, as Alonsmder the great desired more worlds 
than this to conquer, and grasped at nothing less than universal 
dominion over this and all other worlds, of course he must now be 
supreme Lord of the universe. One man’s desire, is for all the 
riches in the world, and he would, if he had the power, traverse the 
regions of boundless space, in search of more gold ; consequently 
all the riches of creation must be his. Another man desires all 
knowledge ; he would know the beginning, the progress, and the 
end of ail things ; he would search into cause and effect, through 
all the kingdom of nature; he would number and measure the 
stars; yes, he would “ by searching find out Gop;”’ consequently 
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he must be supreme in knowledge. Such reasoning, you will see, 
by proving too much, destroys itself. Carnal men’s desires all 
centre in “ the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life ;” or in other words, covetousness, curiosity, and ambition. 
Now can it be supposed for a moment, that a God of infinite power 
and holiness, would create beings, and endue them with eternal ex- 
istence, or immortality, subject to no control but their own desires, 
and those desires altogether evil ? Certainly not; for they would 
prevail against his throne, if desiring would effect it. No, my 
friend, you may rest assured, there is no more immortality in the 
soul, than in the body, in itself considered ; that is, it is wholly de- 
pendent on the upholding power of am omnipotent God, for exist- 
ence ; and the promise of God, revealed to us through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, is the only ground of our hope of eternal life ; and we 
have no knowledge of immortality, but what is made known to us 
by the Scriptures. Can you tel! me of any other ? 

Infidel. 1 cannot. L once thought I could ; but when I come 
candidly to examine the subject, my knowledge I find to be nothing ; 
and I am left upon an ocean of uncertainty, which is bottomless, and 
boundless, for aught that I can see at present. Wretch that I am! 
what shall I do >—Yet why should I be alarmed? I have never 
wronged any one intentionally; I have endeavoured, as far as I 
could, to live an upright, moral life ; I never sent the poor man 
empty away ; in fact, I believe I have done much more, according 
to my means, than many of my neighbors, who profess to be chris- 
tians ; and | am certain that I do not allow myself, nor my family, 
in half the extravagance that some who pretend to be our greatest 
christians do. One in particular, was at work at a poor man the 
other day, who lives near me, trying to persuade him to leave off 
using sugar in his family, and to substitute coarse homespun cloth 
for imported, and apply the difference to the education of heathen 
youth, of whose Pe condition he drew a very moving, and no 
doubt true picture. His advice was good; but at this very time he 
himself was employing a person to give his daughters private les- 
sons in music, on a piano, which cost perhaps three hundred dol- 
lars, setting aside the price of tuition ; and one of them, when walk- 
ing past my house the other day, had gewgaws and superfluities 
enough on her dress to have paid for the education of a heathen 
child three years; yet this man is going to heaven and I to hell. 
I declare, I know not what to think of such things. 

Peter. It will be well to set out on right premises, at all events, 
let the conclusion be what it may: and, to begin, let me tell you, 
that you have wholly mistaken the matter. In the first place, you 
have recounted your own good deeds, as you style them; but let us 
examine them by the standard of truth. You acknowledge there is 
a God of perfect holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. Such being 
the case, it is our duty to love, serve, and obey him with a perfect 
heart; our only aim, in all our actions, should be to glorify his holy 
name. Now, you say you have never wronged any one; but let me 
ask you candidly, have you always, in all your dealings with men, 
had a single eye to the glory of God >? Have you. in no instance, 
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thought of yourself? If you have not, you have done just what your 
duty requires, and have no claim on God. But if you have failed in 
one single instance, if your eye has ever dazzled, and your thoughts 
ever wavered for a moment, your fabric of good works crumbles to 
dust, and you are buried in the ruins; your bark has foundered and 
you must sink ; for our God is a jealous God, and he has declared 
that « Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things written 
in the Book of the Law to do them ”—and let all the people say 
Amen. Your conscience, my friend, tells you whether you are 
ready to be tried by the law, whether you are ready to go into the 
presence of a holy God, and plead your own good deeds, and chal- 
lenge the scrutiny of ommiscience on every thought of your heart 
and every action of your life, from childhood to the present moment. 
Surely the task is hopeless indeed. Then what shall I do? (say 
you,) my works are as good as my neighbours, “and yet, he is to be 
saved and I am not.” The truth 1s, that neither you nor your neigh- 
bour will ever be saved by your good works, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ ; and it must be that kind of faith, of which good works are 
the fruit. Good works are not the cause, but the effect of faith. 
The stream does not supply the fountain, but the fountain the 
stream. Christians are no more justified by their works than sin- 
ners ; but the case is something as follows: All men are by nature 
sinners, and wholly averse to God and goodness ; and all their doings 
are evil, because destitute of that “ one thing needful,” a supreme 
desire to glorify God ; but still, under these circumstances, men de 
not in a direct manner wish to go to hell, neither do they labour for 
that purpose ; but “ the evil man, out of the evil treasure or foun- 
tain, bringeth forth evil things ;”? and lying, swearing, cheating, &c. 
are the spontaneous fruits of an evil soil. On the contrary, when the 
Spirit of God operates on the heart, and the heart of stone is trans- 
formed to a heart of flesh, then the fruit is changed, and prayer and 
praise are the spontaneous effusions of a heart filled with admiration 
of the divine character; he abhors what once he loved ; he sees him- 
self a lost undone creature, and wholly dependent on the mercy of 
God. He sees the holy nature of the Law, and that God would 
be perfectly just should he cast him off forever. He discovers, 
that salvation is freely offered to ali “« through Jesus Christ,” who 
is “ exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unio 
Israel, and remission of sins.”’—* Whosoever will, let him come.” 
He sees such a beauty and excellency in the way of life and salvation, 
and such glory in the character of Christ, that he cannot withhold 
his love; selfish considerations are swallowed up, and Jesus is over 
all God blessed forever. His old good deeds, as he once styled 
them, appear loathsome, they are filthy rags, because they were 
destitute of that holy principle of love to God which ought to crown 
every action; and he now renders obedience to the divine require- 
ment, not from any idea that he shall earn heaven by his good deeds, 
but because it is his meat and drink to do the will of his heavenly 
Father. Prayer, praise, and christian communion, are the very life 
and breath of his soul. I think you will now understand me when 
I say, men are not justified before God by their good works, but they 
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must be in a state of justification before they can do any thing ac- 
ceptable in His sight. 

Infidel. If men’s works do not avail any thing, why do christians 
meet together so often, why sing and pray so much, why give away 
their property in alms and charitable donations? Why do they not 
eat and drink, enjoy themselves, and take pleasure as the rest of the 
world do? They must be saved, it seems, whether or no. Therefore 
why should they deny themselves innocent gratifications, and live in 
a state of seclusion from society? And why should they take so 
much pains to preach, and send preaching to others, seeing they are 
to be saved, and the matter is unalterably fixed, without regard to 
their conduct? 

Peter. 1 will endeavour to answer you in a few words. In the 
first place you ask, what makes them meet so often? In answer I 
tell you, it is because they love one another. The soul that is born 
ef God receives the impress of the Holy Spirit, and the image of 
Jesus is discoverable in him; therefore, when two meet, they imme- 
diately discover that in each other which they love; for if they 
love him that begat, they will love them that are begotten. No 
matter how distant their station in life may have been; the beggar 
and the prince are equal here, for both are beggars. No matter how 
far distant the climes in which they were born and educated; the 
moment they meet, they find the same God is rich unto all that call 
upon him; each finds the other has been a lost sinner, like himself, 
and that he is hoping in the grace of God alone for salvation; he 
finds he is subject to the same temptations and dangers on the way, 
that he is troubled with the same doubts and fears, and that the 
enemies of each are common to both. . No matter how great has 
been their enmity in time past; when the enmity which existed in 
their hearts toward God is slain, that toward each other dies also, 
and they find the Spirit of Jesus speaks “ peace on earth and good 
will to men.” Each thinks himself to have been the vilest and the 
worst, and they,are ready to get atone another’s feet and at the feet 
of Jesus, and to confess te God and to each other, and forgive all ; 
they hope God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven them. Such men as 
we have now spoken of, love each other’s company because they 
perceive the image of Jesus there; they love each other’s con- 
versation, because it is about heavenly things; they love to share 
each other’s dangers and trials, for 


“ Their hopes, their fears, their aims are one, 
Their comforts and their cares.’” 


And when they meet together, in the spirit of Christ, they have his 
invisible presence with them, and are made partakers of joys which 
are unspeakable and full of glory. It is in vain for me to undertake 
to describe them to you, for I cannot make you understand it. ‘The 
joys of christians are such as christians only know: they arise from 
faith, and hope, and love ; and though it may sometimes be marred, 
yet it never can be destroyed; for God is on the throne, and has 
opened a communication through Jesus Christ, with the heaven-born 
seul, which all the powers of earth and hell cannot break off. 1 
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iong to have you become a christian, that you may know what these 
pleasures are, and feel the joys of a pardoned sinner. 

Infidel. But how is it that many whe have been famous christians, 
that have been to meetings without number, almost—sung, prayed, 
pre? exhorted most vehemently, told of most extatic joys, “and were 

wallowed up in religion for a while, now say nothing on the subject, 
seal meeting on the Sabbath on/y, and are as full of vain and idle 
conversation as other people, and will go two miles to some party of 
pleasure, some spinning or quilting, husking or apple-pairing, to join 
the enemies of the cross, in vanity and folly, when you could not 
persuade them to go as many rods to meet their christian brethren 
and sisters, in a religious conference. 

Peter. There are many reasons why such things take place, 
though none can be assigned in justification of them: In the first 
place, when the Lord pours out his Spirit in any place, and sinners 
are brought to see themselves, and have a discovery of their lost con- 
dition, and begin to cry out “men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
and christians also, who have fain long dormant and inactive, begin 
to awake and call upon God, you will see almost every person, more 
or less, excited. Among these, there will be some who are merely 
frightened, and weep because they see others weep, and not from any 
abhorrence of sin, or just sense of the evil of transgressions against 
a holy God. These persons, when they see others rejoicing In “hope, 
begin to rejoice, and as they hear others exhort, they exhort, and 
because they see others pray, they also pray. T heir feelings are all 
the rule they have, and their eyes take the lead of their hear ts, and 
eccupy the place, and produce the effect which the Word of ‘Truth 
alone ought todo; and the moment the public excitement is a little 
subsided, their zeal cools, and when the time of trial comes, and 
temptations beset the people of God, they fall away, as Christ has 
predicted, “ because they have no root.” ‘These never experienced 
the Grace of God, but have deceived themselves and perhaps others, 
and have, as far as their influence extends, dishonoyred Jesus, and 
wounded His cause. In the day of retribution, their case will be 
a fearful one, for they, like Judas, have betrayed the Prince of Life, 
and had better never been born. Others, again, who are the real 
children of God, being possessed of very flighty feelings, and not 
having that knowledge of the Word of “God which they ought to 
have, : are very apt to. injure the cause by following their feelings. 
In a time of revival they are on the wing, and are aj pt to soar out “of 
sight; and as they possess_little discernment, they connor all that 
say “Lord, Lord,” to be real christians, and would take them into 
the church, and thus be the means of making trouble for themselves 
and their brethren. But when the rod of discipline i is to be taken 
up, these persons shrink from their duty; their feelings never lead 
them under the yoke, and the post of danger and difficulty i is no 
place for them; so they flee, and are very likely to be angry at 
others for doing what they themselves have no courage to perform. 
When the faithful brethren and sisters meet together to endeavour 
to reclaim those who err from the truth, or to cut t off those with whom 
they cannot walk,the seats of these men are empty. When the preacher 
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is absent, and a few faithful ones meet together, to endeavour to 
maintain the worship of God, the seat of this man is empty. In 
fine, his object is not to please God, and do right, but to try to feel 
comfortably. When the preacher makes an address to the passions 
this man is sure to be pleased, but when he inculcates sound doc- 
trine, this man pronounces it dull, dry stuff. Instability marks all 
his ways; his testimony is useless, and of no weight, because what- 
ever good thing he does or says, in the heat of kis zeal, he more than 
destroys, by his light and trifling conduct, whes his feelings do not 
happen to be wrought up to sucha pitch of fiery enthusiasm; for 
men’s feelings are apt to be depressed in proportion to their excite- 
ment—so when this excitement has subsided, they are destitute of 
support, because they have very little of that knowledge of God, of 
themselves, and of the word of truth, which is necessary to render 
men stable and firm, in times of adversity, general ps! Pr and 
stupidity. Men of this stamp have but little enjoyment of the right 
kind. A great part of what they build is hay, wood and stubble : 
nevertheless they shall be saved so as by fire ; but we are not to 
look to these for example, but to Christ, and to his word. His exam- 
ples and his doctrine are perfect, and by that standard we are to be 
tried. And now, as we must part, I would mention one passage of 
scripture to you to reflect upon: “ Zhe fear of the wicked, it shall 
come upon him.’’ Now search your heart, and see what your fears 
are, and act accordingly. 

Infidel. 1 fear every thing evil. O should all my fears come upon 
me, L should be wretched indeed. We must part now, but I hope 
to see you again ; I need instruction. I thought I knew something 
once, but I find [ am a fool. Pray for me, that what I fear come not 
upon me; but that 1 may know the true God, and Jesus Christ his 
Son. Rest I cannot—sleep I cannot ; for 1 feel as if I was ona 
rock in the midst of the ocean, from which I was liable to be washed 
by every succeeding billow. 

Here we parted; and when I see him again, you shall hear from 
me. But before I close my letter I would mention, that you ought, 
in my opinion, to request christians, to make their practice and 
principles go hand in hand; and to enforce their precepts by their 
example ; and be very particular to make the word of God their 
constant study, and constant rule of duty; to watch and pray, 
and be sober, holding fast the profession of their faith without wa- 
vering ; which, may the grace of God’enable them to do, to his holy 


acceptance. : PETER VALDO. ~ 


MISSIONARY FRUIT TREES. 


ALTHOUGH the fruits of warmer latitudes may be of superior 
flavour to any which our gardens and orchards produce, still there 
is much reason for adopting the common opinion that for constant 
use we should be better satisfied with our own than with the fruits 
ef a tropical clime. It is probable that no one species of “ fruit tree 
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yielding truit after his kind,” exhibits so many varieties in colour 
and flavour as our well known apple. Who can gaze on their beau- 
teous hues, partly concealed under a covering of green, or inhale 
the fragrance which they send forth when deposited for a season in 
the store-house, or regale his taste with those which are selected for 
the desert, without blessing the great Creator, by whom not only the 
stars were placed in the firmament, but who also caused to grow 
‘‘every tree which is pleasant to the sight and good for food r°— 
And while we are thus receiving with gratitude the bounties ot 
providence which are still left to us from the ruins of Paradise, 
shall we not also remember with more thankful emotions that a way 
of access is opened to that loveliest tree in Eden the tree of 
life? Nor should we forget that “the leaves of the tree were in- 
tended for the healing of the nations,” but cheerfully consecrate a 
portion of the fruits which perish, to aid in conveying the fruits of 
immortality to the dying heathen. For this purpose, might it not 
be well if some particular trees in every orchard and garden were 
permanently set apartas Missionary Fruit Trees? And now also, 
that the season of the year suitable for transplanting trees is at hand, 
shall not the children of each family be encouraged to transfer from 
the nursery to vacant places in the fields and gardens those germs, 
whose fruit in future years shall under their direction be appropria 
ted to Missionary purposes ? 

Let no parent fear to multiply or strengthen too far the bonds by 
which we are attached to the cause of benevolence. ‘That Mission- 
ary fruit tree, just springing from the earth, will, it is feared, have 
oft times opened its blossoms to the vernal sun, before we shall have 
occasion to say, forbear, to him that casts into the treasury of the 
Lord. By every pleasing association then, let us endeavour to im- 
press the wants of the heathen on the minds of the young. And 
surely none can be more so, than those which are furnished by trees 
and gardens. Years of vicissitude had passed away when Alonzo 
was permitted to revisit the scenes of his childhood. A thousand 
objects brought fresh to his remembrance companions and joys that 
were departed, but not one of them spoke such a language to his 
soul as that tree under whose branches the fowls of the air might 
lodge, and which, when a seedling, he had delighted to surround with 
the mimic enclosure. 








CONVERSATION BETWEEN AN ASSOCIATE OF THE PILGRIM 
AND A TRAVELLER...[.conrinvgn.] 


Traveller. You recollect our former conversation upon the subject 
of Universal salvation. As I was unable at that time to pursue the 
subject, [engaged candidly to consider your arguments, and call 
again. My sentiment, as then supported, [ frankly acknowledge, 
cannot stand the test of the word of God: however, I am still a 
Universalist. T have only changed the process of coming to the 
same conclusion. ‘This was necessary, from the fact that an efernal 
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punishment of sin was clearly pointed out by innumerable passages 
of scripture. I feel very confident that my present opinion will 
stand the closest scrutiny of the word of God. I believe that sin- 
ners wiil be saved, and that their sins will be separated from them 
and punished. This separation will be made by the Judge of the 
quick and the dead upon the last day. I suppose this to have been 
the opinion of the apostle Paul, when he said, “It is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”** And this is farther confirmed 
by the account of the general judgment in the 25th of Matthew. In 
this description I understand that sinners are the “ sheep”? and their 
sins the “ goals.”” The separation is then consistent with the salva- 
tion of all men. This opinion is farther confirmed by our Lord’s 
parable of the “ tares and the wheat.”’t 

Associate. 1 am not disappointed in finding that you have changed 
the mode of supporting your doctrine. ‘Thousands have trod the 
same path before you. I venture, even now, to predict your next 
and final shift, viz. that of eniversal restoration. ‘The secret of the 
mystery is this. Your heart is unreconciled to God. Unless the 
cause be changed, the effect will remain the same. It is your strong 
(lesire that the wicked may “go unpunished ;” your heart rises 
against God ; you wish to trample upon “justice and judgment, the 
habitation of his throne.”{ Have you ever “seen the plague of your 
own heart ?” Do you feel a kindred spirit te that of Jehovah, 
«hating all workers of iniquity ?”*§ Can you say with Paul, “ For I 
delight in the law of God, after the inward man?” In your heart, 
do you feel to say, “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein ?” 

7. If my sentiment is correct, there is no need of answering your 
impertinent questions. If you can bring any argument against my 
present hypothesis, I should be pleased to hear it. 

4. You quoted a passage from the 7th of Romans. In that 
chapter the apostle is speaking of his remaining depravity; and his 
grief in view of it, led him to exclaim, “O wretched man that I am ! 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death *” ‘There is no in- 
timation that his sins were to be separated from him and punished. 
If so, his strs ought to be distressed for themselves. You have con- 
sidered also, that the separation described in the 25th of Matthew, 
is that of sin from sinners. Well then, if your supposition be cor- 
rect, you must carry the same through the sentence following. We 
will read the passage with this substitution of the word sins. “For 
I was an hungered, and ye” sins “ gave me no meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye” sins “gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye” sins 
“took me not in: naked, and ye” sins “clothed me not: sick and 
in prison, and ye” sins “visited me not.” “Then shall they,” i.e. 
their sins, “answer him, saying, Lord,when saw we thee an hungered, 
or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and «id not 
minister unto thee F” “'Then shall he answer unto them,” their sins, 
“saying, Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the least of these, ye did it not tome.” “ And these” (sins) “ shall 


* Rom. vii. 17. 1 Matt. xiii. 37. 4 fsa. ix. 7. § Pea. xi. 5,& ¥.5 
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go away into everiasting punishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal.” 

Now, on the supposition, that this construction were not absurd and 
ridiculous, it would seem to follow, that if the sins of the wicked 
are separated from them and punished, so the good deeds of the 


righteous ought to be separated from them and rewarded. Leaving 


the justice of this procedure out of question, the difficulty or entire 
impossibility of this process will be the same in either case. 

As to our Lord’s parable of the tares and the wheat, | had much 
rather take his own explanation of that parable than yours. He 
says, in explaining it to his disciples, that the “ fie/d,” in which the 
wheat and the tares were sown, “7s the world 3”? and not an individ 
ual person, as it must have been, by your explanation. 

Please to give me a definite idea, how it is possible to punish sin 
when insulated from the disposition and affections of the soul. You 
may as well talk of punishing thunder and lightning, or of torment 
ing the breath separate from the body, as of punishing sin in this 
manner. 

JT. 1 wish to be excused from advancingany tarther in the argu- 
ment at present. Perhaps I may hereafter call upon you, and de 
sire to renew the conversation. 

2. One word more, if you please. “ Wherefore, if thy hand or 
foot offend thee, cut it off and cast them from thee: it is bette: 
for thee,”’ not thy sins, “to enter into life halt or maimed, rather 
than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.” 
As your tender and beloved friend, [ beseech you,—if you regard 
the authority of Jehovah, or the blood of Christ, that you decide not 
this question rashly, or by the influence of self-will, or without sup- 
plicating the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Remember, that your 
present decision may establish your soul in heaven or in hell for 
eternity. 


LITERARY NOTICE. 


Letters on Practical Subjects, from a Clergyman of New- 
Eneland to his Daughter. pp- 136. 12mo. 

Although it falls not within our province to review with the pen 
of a critic, the literary or religious publications of the day, yet 
we beg leave to introduce to our readers the little volume now be- 
fore us, with a few brief remarks of our own, upon the various sub- 


jects of which the author treats. 


The education of females, is an object to which the attention of 
the public has of late been much directed, and upon no subject have 
their views and feelings undergone a more thorough or happy change. 
A few years since, it was thought to be quite a sacrifice of time and 
expense, to place a female of the first standing in society, at a 
boarding school for a few months; and even this, in many instan- 
ces, was little better than the most unprincipled prodigality. 

Hap pily for the females of our country, and consequently for the 
community at large, these narrow views and contracted prejudices 
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are receding before the clear light of science, and the mind is be. 
cowing more enlarged and elevated upon the interesting subject. 
We shall not at present discuss this much controv erted point, 
“whether women are endowed with faculties and talents equal to 
those of the stronger sex,” but satisfy ourselves, and we trust our 
readers, with the belief that Infinite Wisdom has conferred upon 
each sex, exactly those powers of body and mind, which are best 
calculated for their peculiar sphere of action in life. 

Much has been written upon the subject of these letters, 
yet perhaps no work of the kind has yet appeared, better adapted 
to the situation and circumstances of the female youth of our coun- 
try, than the one now under consideration. The causes which in- 
fluenced the author to prepare this work are interesting, and calcu- 
lated to call forth all the tenderness of an affectionate parent. Hav- 
ing just closed the eyes of ‘he partner of his life, and discharged the 
last duties to one whom he held most dear, it cannot be otherwise, 
than that he should deeply fee! his own responsibility, and be so- 
Jemn[yimpressed with a sense of his own frailty. 

With thistleep anxiety for the temporal and eternal welfare of a 
motherless daughter, the writer commences his letters with an affec- 
tionate and earnest recommendation of the first great object of life : 

“I need hardly tell you that my first and most fervent prayer on your 
behalf is, that you remember your Creator in the daus of your youth. Unless 
you are practically religious, and embrace the gospel as a redeeming and 
purifying system, it will profit you noihing in the end, that you have every 
other accomplishment which can adorn your character, or recommend 
you to the world. In the progress of these letters, I shall dwell upon 
the subjects of practical religion, with some degree of particularity ; and I 
wish you to remember, while I am directing your attention to other subjects, 
that they are all subordinate to this.” 

To this subject, though acknowledged to be of the greatest conse- 
quence, the attention of comparatively very few of our young 
females is directed. More solicitous to obtain those accomplish- 
ments which will enable them to move with propriety in the more 
polished circles of society, and seeking only those exterior graces 
which endure but for a moment ; they too habitually neglect to 
obtain that spirit and cultivate those ‘feelings, which, when the 
beauty of youth shall have faded, and the scenes of earthly enjoy- 
ment gone by, will cheer the close of their 0g and illumine 
their passage through the valley of the shadow of death. Alas! 
how many, who are now loved and admired, will be found at last 
destitute of a Saviour’s love, and who shine in the first ranks of life, 
that will not shine in the paradise above. 

With respect to “ early friendships,” our author has, with much 
judgment, laid down two principal rules ; “ that particular friends 
should not be numerous,” and that, “in the selection of those, much 
care should be observed.” On this subject we only remark, that to 
this sentiment we yield our most cordial assent. Naturally com- 
municative and confiding, as we believe females generally to be, 
especially in early life, there is certainly in this point no small 
danger, and the evils resulting from this neglect are numerous and 
great : so necessary it is to permanent and ‘solid friendship, that a 
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mutual and unreserved confidence should be felt, the utmost caution 
is necessary lesi this confidence should be misplaced, and thus the 
bonds which unite kindred souls in the most delightful concord. 
should at once be sundered, and our peace for years destroyed. 
We will dismiss the subject of this letter with a single extract, in 
reference to the treatment of friends. 

“ If you discover faults in their characters, be not backward to administer 
a ge ‘ntle admonition ; but never wound them unnecessarily, by putting into 
their ears the unmeaning speeches of fools and busy-bodies. 1 know this is 
sometimes considered an act of friendship ; but you may rely upon it, it is an 
act which true friendship peremptorily forbids.” 

The subject of education he has divided into three parts, compris- 
ing the solzd, and the ornamental branches, and domestic economy. 
In reference to this subject, especially the first particular, we are 
not so fortunate as to agree, perfectly, with the sentiment which is 
advanced. The elementary branches, indeed, every person, what 
ever be her station in life, should perfectly understand. “ History, 
Rhetoric, and Natural Philosophy ”’ are, with great propriety, re- 
commended, while Mathematical sciences are spoken of as being of 
minor importance. 

He then proceeds to speak of a knowledge of the Latin and 
Greek languages, as being very desirable, and some acquaintance 
with the modern languages of Europe as a handsome accomplish- 
ment. The study of the dead languages is represented as ol 
ted to strengthen and enlarge the mind, when the nature of the 
mind itself, as exhibited in the w ritings of Locke and Stuart, is left 
entirely out of the account. It is on this point, more especially, that 
we differ from our author. Nothing, in our opinion, is better calcu- 
lated to improve the sniecsteniinn and to mature the reasoning 
powers than an acquaintance with the writings of these men, and a 
knowledge of the rules of logic. 

Geometry, even in the education of ladies, is, we believe, gene- 
rally pr eferred to the languages, as a discipline of the mind, and as 
viving correct and definite views of any subject which is presented 
in the common concerns of life. 

What is said upon the ornamental branches is probably correct, 
and needs no comment. The last, and by no means the most unim- 
portant branch of education, is truly deserving the careful perusal of 
every female into whose hands these letters may fall. This part of 
the subject, we think, is most ably treated, and, would our limits 
per mit, we would with pleasure insert the whole letter, as the sub- 
ject itself is one of which, it is to be feared, too great a portion of our 
females are shamefully ignorant. 

The remarks of our anther upon “ general reading,” are deserv- 
ing the careful perusal of every female, who has in her possession this 
pleasant and fruitful source of information. So numerous are the 
publications of the present day, and many of them indeed valuable, 
that very few, even of the most extensive readers, can peruse more 
than a small portion of the works which are laid before them. It be 
comes then extremely important that a judicious selection should 
be made of those books which are most interesting and useful. 


S 
Nothing is more calculated to defeat the object of reading than the 
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hasty glance which is often given to every thing which comes pro- 
iniscuously from the press. The mind becomes burdened with mere 
trash, and only a vague, confused idea is obtained of those subjects 
which are worthy of a careful attention. If a book is worth reading 
at all, it is worth reading twice, with care; for very few minds can 
comprehend the design, and imbibe the sentiments of an author 
perfectly by one perusal; the connection and dependence of the 
different parts is not, in most instances, observed, and no lasting 
impression is left upon the mind. ? 

System is, with the greatest propriety, strongly recommended, 
and upon this subject we will give the language of our author. 

*“ You will find great advantage in having the different departments of 
literature and science with which you are conversant, so far systematized in 
your mind, that you will be able to refer every book that you read to some 
one of them. In this way, your mind will become an intellectual storchouse, 
accommodated to the reception of every kind of useful materials; and its 
various apartments arranged with so much skill and order, that you will 
never be at a loss where to deposit any new article of knowledge, nor 
where to find any which you had previously deposited.” 

The general direction which is given in regard to the selection of 
books, cannot be too rigidly observed, that is, that “ while you care- 
fully avoid all works of immoral tendency, you choose those which, 
on the whole, are best adapted to increase your stock of useful 
knowledge, and practical wisdom.” 

We will not follow particularly the different Ainds of reading 
adverted to in this letter, but proceed to a few remarks upon that to 
which young females are usually most inclined, namely, fictitious 
history. 

“‘ There are a few works,” continues our author, “ of this kind, which are 
written with an unusual elevation of moral feeling, and which may be read 
with no small intellectual and moral advantage. Those, perhaps, which are 
distinguished in this respect, above all others, are the novels of Richardson. 
The modern novels, which are attributed to Walter Scott, are, for the most 
part, of unexceptionable moral tendency, and abound in critical views of 
human nature. But while I give my testimony in favour of a few of these 
productions, I have no hesitation to pronounce the great mass of them, as of 
dangerous tendency, and wholly unworthy the attention of a female. A 
character formed by the reading of such trash, will combine all the elements 
of insipidity, corruption and moral death. Many a young female has been 
obliged to trace to this cause the destruction of her principles, her charac- 
ter, and ultimately, her life: and if she have escaped these greater evils, she 
is still unfitted for solid intellectual enjoyment, and for a life of active use- 
fulness.” 

To these remarks, for the most part, we yield our cordial assent ; 
yet it is to be feared that very few even of that class of novels called 
religious novels,’ have, on the whole, a favourable influence 
upon the moral character. We are well aware that by coming out 
on this question, we do not strike the cord which sounds most 
gratefully to the popular ear; but still, may it not be questioned 
whether it would not be more for the present and future welfare of the 
community, if this class of publications were universally proscribed. 
‘Lhe fact that the work we peruse is a nove/, that it is not a nar 
ration of ractr, has a tendency to weaken any good effect that 
vould otherwise be produced. The arguments that are often addn 
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ced in defence of these publications, are numerous and plausible : 
yet upon careful examination they will be found to have, at best, a 
very slight bearing upon the favorable side of their moral influence. 
They are said to give accurate views of human nature, to present 
critical descriptions of the passions and habits of men; but we will 
venture to enquire for the solitary instance in which a person who, 
sitting down to the attentive perusal of a novel, however re/igious 
it might be, has left it with a heart warmed with an increased 
flame of devotion, or excited to more unwearied diligence in behalt 
of the sow/s of his fellow men. Has the tender female, whose heart 
has bled at the tale of imaginary suffering, been stimulated to more 
activity in behalf of those of her sex suffering under the weight of 
real evils, and sunk to the lowest depth of moral degradation ? Until 
instances like these can be produced, tell us no more of the moral 
benefit of novels. Even the novels attributed to Scott, which our 
author recommends, cannot wholly escape censure. ‘They, indeed, 
have had a favourable influence, so far as they have elevated the 
taste, and diverted the attention of readers from works more ex- 
ceptionable; yet, in many instances, they treat with irreverence the 
name of the Supreme Being, and narrow down to a mere point the 
broad distinction, which the Sacred Scriptures make between virtue 
and vice. 

The subject which next comes under consideration, is one of no 
small moment to that class of society for whose benefit these letters 
were published. A proper degree of independence of mind is the 
brightest star in the constellation of female excellencies. It is this 
firm adherence to principle that binds in unison all the other beauties, 
and gives system and elegance to the whole train of female accom- 
plishments. Without this decision, woman is exposed to all the 
rude buftetings of a selfish world, and liable to be drawn from the 
path of peace and happiness by the arts of the flatterer, and led inte 
sin by the treacherous artifices of the unprincipled and licentious. 
True, the native delicacy cf the female mind will ever shrink from 
any thing like obstinacy or stubbornness, yet this it may safely do 
without forfeiting, in the slightest degree, that steadfast attachment 
to conscious rectitude, which is the only sure defence of female vir- 
tue. We apprehend that, m this respect, many of the other 
sex could they be weighed in the balance of impartiality, would be 
found wanting. A steady, determined perseverance in any mea- 
sure whose object is laudable, is a trait of character peculiarly de- 
sirable, and without it little good will be effected. To use the !an- 
guage of our author, “It will secure you, more than any thing else, 
except a principle of Christian holiness, against false opinion and 
corrupt practice ; itwill be a shield, which will protect you from the 
impositions of the world, and in a great measure also, from its scan- 
dai and reproach ; for it confers a majesty upon the character, which 
the world cannot but respect, and with which it will not venture to 
irtfle.”” 


‘To be continued. 
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POETRY. 





THE world had just woke from a plentiful shower, 
And the sun had just burst on my sight ; 

The drops on the lilac’s fantastical flower 

Idly danc’d in a transport of light. 


All nature around me was stillness and peace ; 
*T was a calm kindly sweet to the soul ; 

Alive to the bliss that attends its embrace, » 
{ courted its gentle controul. 


I glanc’d on the bush, as it glittering hung, 

O’er the window where Eveline sat ; 

While the maid, in her innocent sympathy, sung 
What was soon to be turned to regret. 


For the lilac’s new brilliancy, fragrance and play, 
Had inspired the young heart of the fair; 

Had furnish’d the theme, and had prompted the day, 
Whose luxuriant notes glided sweetly away, 

As they fell on the waves of the air. 


“The brightness of beauty—how can it decay 

** Does the bloom of the amaranth fade ¢ 

** The play-time of youth—shall it e’er pass away ° 
“* Does the sport of the sun on Niagara’s spray 
“‘Ever chasten its hues into shade :” 


The reply was at hand ;—as she struck the guitar 
To a throb of symphonious trill, 

A gust that had strayed from the tempest afar, 
Swept round the near bordering hill. 


But will not their beauty the blossoms protect 

From the wild winds that insolent blow ?— 

Ah, those drops that were gems when the bright bush tlrey deck’é. 
Seem’d despondency’s tears, when the lilac was wreck’d, 

As they lodged in the green grass below. 


Alas, fair enthusiast! pride thee no more 

In beauty, the flower of a day; 

Each triumph of fancy will shortly be o’er, 

For if one ray of reason upon it shall pour, 

Jt will melt its fair frost-work away ! 7. 





ARGUMENTS ADDRESSED TO THOSE WIIO NEGLECT TO AT- 
TEND PUBLIC WORSHIP, 


Ist. WE urge you who neglect it, to attend the house of God, be- 
cause we believe this will promote your temporal interest. 

This we think our weakest argument, since if it injured your tem- 
poral interest, we should be no less urgent. Still we urge this argu- 
ment, fearing that, to some of our readers, the weakest argumert 
will prove the most convincing. 

26 
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Even those who stay away from public worship, either to pursue 
their worldly business, or with the idea of resting at home so as te 
be better prepared to resume it; even those, we are persuaded, 
lose rather than gain. ‘Though some of them may be prosperous. 
we cannot believe that they will uniformly enjoy the blessing of their 
God; or, that they will so constantly be able to pursue their business, 
as those will be, who rest from temporal labour, in spiritual duties. 
But even if prosperity should seem to attend their cause, we expect 
to see their example to their children, the means of their adversity ; 
to see that parents who have broken the Sabbath with economy and 
prudence, have brought up children to break it as spendthrifts. At 
the same time they acquire a love of company, and of indulgence, 
which makes many deductions during the week days, doubly injuri- 
ous, since they are made both from their labours and their earnings. 
As time passes and their habits form, they get to be idle, thrifiless 
men, and have the misfortune to find themselves, in middle life, sur- 
rounded by a family unprovided for, and a throat that would swal- 
low double what they are willing to earn. Many a man might be 
found in our city, who began his life in good business, and whose 
neglect of God’s worship seemed, to him, well paid for by the amuse- 
ments he enjoyed, who is now, in middle life, in bad circumstances, 
in bad health, with bad habits, a poor drunkard, or a drunkard that 
will be poor, and to make his situation most uncomfortable, the 
headman of a tribe of idle, thriftless, beggarly children, who are 
to begin life with vagabond habits, and a bottle at their mouths. We 
know that there are prosperous men who go to no church, but we 
beg them to look about and see if many miserable families were not 
once as prosperous, and to fear lest prosperity in sin should not al- 
ways continue, lest their trouble should come in the ruin of their 
habits, and the prodigality of their children. Admitting that your 
interests were, secure, we should only lose our weakest argument. 
We urge you to attend public worship :— 

Qdly. In comparison with those employments which keep you 
away. We cannot conceive any employment which ought to displace 
the public worship of God ; it is an employment so delightful in it- 
self, so glorious to God, so like to heaven, that every employment 
which displaces it, must be unworthy of reasonable and immortal 
creatures. It is the employment which will last forever. In hea- 
ven, where love will never cease, worship and praise will be the 
endless employments of men, made equal to the angels of light. And 
will you, dear friends, when God is inviting you to begin the em- 
ployments of heaven, when he sets you apart one day in seven, 
treed from worldly care and business,—when he invites you to as- 
semble yourselves together, and enjoy a little of the sweetness of 
heaven—when heaven below opens its gates to receive you, and you 
are invited to tune your voice in harmony with saints and angels in 
earth and heaven,—will you, can you prefer to seek only “ what you 
shall eat, or what you shall drink, or wherewithal you shall be 
clothed >”? Can you prefer merely to amuse your immortal minds? 
Oh! can you prefer the fishing, bathing and hunting places, which 
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sound horribly with oaths, and are polluted with sinful mirth and 
drunkenness ? 

3dly. We urge you because your own conscience urges you. Per- 
haps we may be mistaken in thinking so. There are people in the 
world whose conscience is hushed into deadly silence. Among the 
crowds who stay away from the house of God, we fear there are 
many who have sinned so long, or so much against the former re- 
bukes of their conscience, that conscience now disturbs them no more; 
who can sin without self-reproach; who look at {sod forever with a 
brazen face ; and who, perhaps, are given over to hardness of heart. 
But we hope better things of you. We hope you belong to that 
greater number, who are not so hardened but that they feel remorse. 
We wish to reckon you among the number of those who have always 
to struggle against their conscience, and to suffer from the sharpness 
of its sting, when they turn away from God’s house, and spend his 
Sabbath in neglect or violation of religion. We feel as if we could 
hold a more promising argument with you, whoare almost convinced 
already. And we wish you to know how every check which you 
feel, is an evidence that you err against light and knowledge ; and 
we feel as if we had a claim to be heard, since we come to you, only 
as a helper to your conscience: we beg you also to fear that un- 
less you soon listen to the faithful friend who has so long uttered his 
reproaches in your own bosom he may cease to reproach. You per- 
ceive that his voice daily seems weaker and weaket—tremble lest 
the hour be at hand when it shall be heard no more. 

4thly. We urge you because we consider your neglect of public 
worship as a neglect of all religion. If we thought there were one 
in 10,000 of the habitual neglecters of public worship, who spend 
their Sabbaths in privately worshipping boa, and seeking to know his 
will, we would make it a part of our business to persuade them, that 
it isa duty and privilege of the highest importance to attend the pub- 
lic worship of God. But we feel quite sure, that of ten thousand 
such habitual neglecters, not even one spends his Sabbath in a devout 
and pious way. We beg you seriously to ask yourself whether 
your own neglect be not a neglect of all religion. 

5thly. We urge you because we have no right or wish to force 
you. The laws of neither God nor man have ae us the right to 
turn you, in this matter, to the right hand or to the left. God has left 
you entirely to your own choice: he has given you the opportunity 
to choose the evil and refuse the good ; or, to choose the good and 
refuse the evil. You can go or you can stay ; you can go to hear the 
sweet offers of mercy, every Sabbath, and to pray God to forgive 
your manifold sins ; or, if you choose, you can despise his Sabbaths, 
neglect his worship, and scorn his mercy. Dreadful liberty! God, 
your Maker, has bestowed it. Use it, and not abuse it. Choose not 
the evil because you are at liberty to choose it. You need not drink 
poison because you have the liberty to drink it; you need not be 
your own murderer, because you have free hands and deadly wea- 
pons. Think of that day when you will mourn over abused liberty ; 
when you will wish you had been compelled to obey, rather than to 
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have had the dreadful freedom of choosing to withdraw from God’s 
worship, and God’s mercy. 
6thly. We urge you, because we believe that your neglect is eve- 
ry day making you more sinful, and pr eparing } you for a severe 
punishment. . 
There is one sure rule for judging whether you are growing worse. 


if you are becoming less and less troubled in your conscience ; if 


you can sin with more and more ease ; especially if you can make a 
mock at sin; then are you indeed tending very fast the downward 
road. 

Search yourselves, and see if you are not becoming every day more 
and more insensible to sin; if regard to God is not “daily departing 
away from you. Oh if you will persist in living as if there were no 
God, you w ill at length receive the heaviest of all earthly curses, to 
Jeel as if there were no God. What curse can be so great as to be 
able to live without one desire to please God, without one fear to of- 
fend him; without one self-reproach for increasing sin! Oh it is a 
curse which threatens an accursed and suffering eter nity. The stu- 
por within prevents all fear of future punishment, because it takes 
away all sense of present guilt, and while you are stupified by drink- 
ing in iniquity like water, you say with an easy heart, “because lam 
innocent, surely his anger shall turn aw ay from me.”? But He, your 
final Judge, calls him not innocent, who is stupified by sinning, and 
he will « plead with thee because thou sayest I have not sinned.”? 
How awful will be your case, if you ery “ peace, peace,” until eter- 
nal destruction come suddenly upon you. 

7thly. We urge you, not to prove | vourselves unfit for heaven. 

On his holy Sabbath, God offers you a specimen of heaven—He 
sends down to you the leisure of ‘heaven, the holiness of heaven, 
and the employ ments of heaven. See now the thousands who turn 
away froin the public and private worship of God !—See the idle- 
ness at home—the dissipation abroad. See in every street how 
they linger as if they dreaded the employments of heaven. How 

eagerly they seek some vain amusement; how many even spend 
their time in rioting and wantonness and drunkenness,—among 
base and vicious companions. 

Alas! are not they unfit for heaven who so dislike the smallest 
portions of it offered them on earth ? Should God give to them all the 
heaven that they love, and withhold from them the heaven of which 
they abhor the smallest parts and specimens, then will many thous- 
aie of our citizens be altogether and forever separate from heaven. 
A heaven, eternally filled with the sin and folly which they choose 
on the Sabbath. 

8thly. We urge you who have children to be just and honourable 
towards them in “this matter. Yourchildren have a claim upon you ; 
you are under the highest obligation which can subsist between men, 
to lead them in the w ay that. they should go. Ged has revealed a 
Gospel to you, to the knowledge of which they have aright. God 
has offered nen the privilege of } prayer and praise, and you ought to 
lead them to his house; you have no right at all to keep them from 
knowing the Gospel of salvation ; and to keep them away from 
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heaven. And if you do it, you are most unrighteous as it regards 
man and man—and the most dishonourable of all the unrighteous, 
in as much as you are unrighteous tu your own blood—in as much 
as having taken charge of a never dying spirit, you lead it away 
from happiness to misery, from heaven to hell. If you are willing 
to use your liberty to slight God’s mercy and seal your own damna- 
tion, you have no right, even if your heart be hard enough to be a 
devil of a man, to make yourself the ringleader of your own flesh and 
blood to eternal ruin. , 

Oh it is enough to make one abhor the very name of man, to see 
a tender-hearted father, or a still more tender-hearted mother, so 
stupified and hardened by sin, as to trifle away God’s Sabbath, and to 
neglect his worship, thus encouraging their children to spend the day 
with wicked companions, and in wicked ways. Whither tend their 
teachings and their example, but to that place where wicked parents 
and wicked children must be judged together? Whose gray hairs 


~ shall come down with deepest sorrow to the grave, whose eternal 


sorrow shall be hardest to be borne, but his, who, dying, leaves be- 
hind his Sabbath breaking children, and who in hell lifts up his eyes 
upon his children, made, by his example, his fit companions in the 
torments of hell! 

Dear reader, take this with you to the house of your neighbour— 
and urge him to the house of God. God can make you successful, 
and may you and he sweetly sing praises together in the house of 
God below, and sweetly sing praises forever—when his body and 
your body shall be raised—when an eternal smile shall shine on 
his face and yours—and you and he shall be EquaL To THE 
ANGELS. [ Christian Herald. 


TO MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL. 


HOW much may be done, sirs, by your visits! It would be well 
for you to impose it as a law upon yourselves, “never to make an 
unprofitable visit” —even when you pay a visit merely for civility or 
entertainment. It would be easy for you to observe this law : “that 
you will drop some sentence or other which may be good for the use 
of edifying, before you leave the company.” ‘There have been pas- 
tors who have been able to say, that they scarce ever went into a 
house among their people, without some essay or purpose to do good 
in the house before they left it. 

You may resolve to visit all the families belonging to your congre- 
gation ; taking one afternoon in each week for that purpose : and it 
may be proper to give previous notice to each family, that you intend 
at such time to visit them. On visiting a family, you may endea- 
vour, with addresses as forcible and as respectful as possible, to treat 
with every person about their everlasting interests. First, you may 
discourse with the elder people upon such points as you think most 
proper with them. Especially charge them to maintain family prayer, 
and obtain their promise of ciablidhdeg it, if it has hitherto been neg- 
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lected ; yes, pray with them, that ay may show them how to pray, 
as wellas to obtain their purposes for it. You may, likewise, press 
upon them the care of instructing their children and servants in the 
holy religion of our Saviour, to bring them up for him. If any with 
whom you should have spoken are absent, you may frequently leave 
one or two solemn texts of scripture, which you may think most suit- 
able for them ; desiring some one present affectionately to remember 
you to them, and from you to recommend them to that oracle of God. 
You may then call for the children and servants ; and putting to them 
such questions of the Catechism as you think fit, you may, from their 
answers, make lively applications to them, for engaging them to the 
fear of the Lord. You may frequently obtain from them, promises 
relating to secret prayer, reading of the Scriptures, and elbons to 
their parents and employers. Some of the younger people you may 
order to bring their Bibles, and read to you from thence two or three 
verses, to which you may direct them: this will try whether or not 
they can read well. You may then encourage them to think on such 
things as you remark from the passage, and never to forget those 
“ faithful sayings” of God. You may sometimes leave with them some 
serious question, which you may tell them they shall not answer to 
you, but to themselves ; such as the following: “ What have I been 
doing, ever since I came into the world, about the great errand upon 
which God sent me into the world r’? “ If God should now call me 
out of the world, what would become of me throughout eternal 
ages ?”? “ Have I ever yet, by faith, carried a perishing soul to my only 
Saviour, both for righteousness and salvation ?”? You will enjoy a most 
wonderful presence of God with you in this undertaking ; and will 
seldom leave afamily without having observed many tears shed by all 
sorts of persons init. As you can seldom visit more than four or five 
families in an afternoon, the work may be as laborious as any part of 
your ministry. My son, I advise you to set a special value on that 
part of your ministry, which is to be discharged in pastoral visits. 
You will not only do good, but also get good, by your conversation 
with all sorts of persons, in thus visiting them “ from house to house.” 
And you will never more “ walk in the spirit” than when you thus 
walk among your flock, to do what you can amongst them. In your 
visits, an incredible deal of good may be done, by distributing little 
books of piety. You may, without expense, be furnished with such 
books, to suit all persons and circumstances : books for the old and 
for the young—for persons under afflictions or desertions—for per- 
sons who are under the power of particular vices—for those who 
neglect domestic religion—for seafaring persons—for the erroneous. 
You may remarkably enforce your admonitions, by leaving suitable 
books in the hands of those with whom you have conversed ; you 
may give them to understand that you would be still considered as 
conversing with them by these books, after you have left them. And 
in this way you may speak more than you have time to do in any 
personal interview ; yea, sometimes more than you would wish to do. 
By good books a salt of piety is scattered about a neighbourhood. 
Christian Herald. | COTTON MATHER. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. | 


Mr. Pirerio, 

IT is written, “there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repen- 
teth,” and if the repentance of one poor sinner is the cause of joy 
amongst the glorified family above, how much more should it pro- 
duce the same sensations among the redeemed who are yet sojourn- 
ing in this vale of tears, when not one only, but wene | are brought 
to bow to the peaceful sceptre of the Prince Immanuel. 

Believing that all who love our Lord Jesus Christ delight to hear 
of the accession of souls to his cause and kingdom, I will give you 
a short account of the operation of his Holy Spirit in the town of 
South Salem, in New York, for three months past. 

A servant* of God, in the execution of his commission, proclaimed 
to that people the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of his 
vengeance ; offering at the same time in the name of Jesus, life and 
salvation to all who would repent and believe ; with the promise of 
being made kings and } acon and the privilege of serving him day 
and night, forever and ever. The word which he spake was made 
effectual in the hearts of a few at first ; from twelve to twenty per- 
haps: afterwards it spread, and in the course of three months a large 
number were the trophies of the victorious power of sovereign grace. 
The first Sabbath in September was the day in which seventy-two 
of them came forward and united themselves to the church of God, 
covenanting to be for him and for none else. The day was a solemn 
one ;—the house of worship was filled to overflowing, and all the 
windows and doors were full of spectators ; a respectful silence 
reigned in the assembly, whilst the ordinances were administered. 
About thirty were baptized, among whom were three sisters, one of 
which had a son and two daughters, who were baptized and made a 
profession of their faith at the same time with herself. Another of 
them had one son and daughter, who united with the church also. 
Fifteen or twenty were heads of families, in one of which were five 
children who were hopeful subjects of grace, and four of them made 
a profession of their faith on this day. ‘T'wo brothers also, one about 
fifty years of age, and the other still older. Amongst others, the 
wile of the minister was baptized and added to the church. The 
ingathering of this day was but the first fruits of the revival ; and it 
may be expected that a considerable number more will be received 
to the fellowship and communion of the church at a future day. 

A SPECTATOR. 

September 7, 1822. 


— 


IN Somers, S. Wilbraham and Tolland, the revival still contin- 
ues. The work in that vicinity has been so peculiarly interesting, 
both as it respects the power with which it advanced, and the oppo- 
sition it excited, that we should be highly gratified to give a parti- 
cular statement. But for the present, we can only say, briefly, that 
in Somers, a good number of converts have made a public prefes- 


* Rey. Charles F. Butler 
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sion of their faith; and between 30 and 40 now stand propounded 
for admission into the church, on next Lord’s day. We understand 
there are as many as 50 who are yet without hope, and anxious for 
their souls. In S. Wilbraham, 60 or more were to be admitted to 
the church last Sabbath. Others are convinced of their lost condi- 
tion, and are seeking an interest in the blood of Christ. Opposition 
has not been silent. Drunkards, the profane, the self-righteous, 
and the wicked of every description, have been alarmed. In some 
of the places above mentioned, and in others in the vicinity, they 
have been led by a strong influence, and as the willing servants of 
him who worketh in the children of disobedience, they have opposed 
the work. 

The following statement and remarks, in regard to this melan- 
choly circumstance, are extracted from the Religious Intelligencer. 

«It would be doing injustice to the opposers of religion, not to 
mention in this place, that they acted their part well. Slanderous 
reports and insinuations of every kind were current against the man 
whom they considered the probable instrument of desolating the 
little kingdom of wickedness in S. W. Says one, “I had rather 
sickness would visit my family than N.”’ Says another, “If he vis- 
its this place we shall have a famine,” &c. &c. Others of more influ- 
ence than religion, seemed to say, “ Now this excitement sha’n’t be ; 
we'll puta stop to it. It is really becoming a serious evil. When 
business gets to this pass, it is time that we should interfere.”? Had 
the smallest living atom proposed creating a world, it would not 
have appeared more ridiculous than did these anti-religious reason- 
ers, stopping a revival in a dignified manner. But as in a moment 
they found their refuge of lies swept away by the powerful influen- 
ces of God’s Spirit. Satan now mustered all his forces. Nota 
drunkard, profane person or sabbath-breaker, I presume, in the 
place, who was not candid in saying he was very much alarmed at 
this growing evil—a revival ; and that he thought it intolerable to 
have such an ado about religion, and he felt it his duty to discounte- 
nance it. ‘The reader may be ready to inquire, “ Where was Mr. 
N. at this time *”’ 1 might reply, so far as his health would permit, 
he was rallying the conscience of one and another as he had oppor- 
tunity, to subjects of greater moment than of opposition to religion. 
On this as on every other occasion, so far as I can learn, he remain- 
ed perfectly calm, while, to many, the heavenly prospect was filled 
with angry threatening clouds.” 
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SENEX ; T. Z. D.; *W.* D.*; and a communication from the author of 
“Christian Admonition,” are received, and will be duly attended to. 

It is requested that communications for the next number may be forward- 
ed as soon as convenient. ‘4 


2 + eS —- 


FP NOTICE.—We regret to say, that we were disappointed of our cut 
fgr the present number. It shall, however, be sent with the next. so that 
tae set shall be complete for the rolume. 
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“ This people draweth near me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from 


me.—In vain do they worship me.”—Matth. xv. 8, 9. 














